.

Basic English Usage

-



Oxford University Press
Walton Street, Oxford OX2 6DP

Oxford New York

Athens Auckland Bangkok Bombay
Calcutta Cape Town Dar es Salaam Delhi
Florence Hong Kong Istanbul Karachi
Kuala Lumpur Madras Madrid Metbourne
Mexico City Nairobi Paris Singapore
Taipei Tokyo Toronto

and associated companies in
Berlin Ibadan

OXFORD and OXFORD ENGLISH are
trade marks of Oxford University Press

ISBN O 19 431187 2
© Oxford University Press 1984

First published 1984
Thirteenth impression 1995

lllustrations by Marie-Héléne Jeeves

The flowchart in section 84 is reproduced from The
Cambridge English Course, Book 2, by Michael Swan
and Catherine Walter (Cambridge University Press
1984), by kind permission of the publishers.

No unauthorized photocopying

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may

be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise,
without the prior written permission of Oxford University
Press.

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall
not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, re-sold,

hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher’s
prior consent in any form of binding or cover other

than that in which it is published and without a simiiar
condition including this condition being imposed on
the subsequent purchaser.

Typeset in Linotron 202 Helvetica by
Promenade Graphics Limited, Cheltenham, England.
Printed in Hong Kong



Contents

Introduction 3
List of entries 5
Words used in the explanations 10
Phonetic alphabet 12
Basic English Usage 13
index 276
Introduction

The purpose of this book

This is a practical guide to common problems in English grammar and
usage. It is written for foreign students who would like to know more
about English, and who want to avoid mistakes.

Level

The book is written especially for intermediate students, but more
advanced learners may also find it useful. The explanations are made as
simple as possible. Students who want more detailed and complete
information should read my more advanced book Practical English
Usage, also published by Oxford University Press.

Language

Explanations are mostly in ordinary everyday English. It has been
necessary to use some grammatical terminology (for example, adverb,
subject, clause, modify). These words are explained on pages 10-12.

The kind of English described

The book describes standard modern British English, and gives realistic
examples of spoken and written language {both formal and informal).
Incorrect forms are shown like this: {(NOT +haveseen-himm-yesterday.)’
There is some information about American usage, but the book is not a
systematic guide to American English.

Organization

This is a dictionary of problems, not a grammar. Points are explained in
short separate entries, so that you can find just the information you need
about a particular problem — no more and no less. Entries are arranged
alphabetically and numbered. A complete index at the back of the book-
shows where each point can be found. (There is also a list of all the
entries on pages 5-9).
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How to use the book

if you want an explanation of a particular point, look in the index. Prob-
lems are indexed under several different names, so it is usually easy to
find what you want. For example, if you need information about the use
of /and me, you can find this in the index under ‘I', ‘me’, ‘subject and
object forms’, ‘personal pronouns’ or ‘pronouns’.

Exercises

Basic English Usage. Exercises, by Jennifer Seidl and Michae! Swan,
gives practice in the various points that are explained in Basic English
Usage.

Thanks

| should like to thank the many people whose suggestions and criticisms
have helped me with this book, especially Norman Coe, Stewart
Melluish, Jennifer Seidl and Catherine Walter. | am also most grateful to
all those — too many to name — who have sent me comments on my
book Practical English Usage. Their suggestions have helped me to
improve many of the explanations in this book.

Comments

I should be very glad to hear from students or teachers using this book
who find mistakes or omissions, or who have comments or suggestions
of any kind. Please write to me c/o ELT Department, Oxford University
Press, Walton Street, Oxford OX2 6DP.
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List of entries

abbreviations

about to

above and over

across and over

across and through

active verb forms

actual(ly)

adjectives ending in -ly
adjectives: order

adjectives: position

adjectives without nouns
adverbs of manner

adverbs: position {general)
adverbs: position (details)
after (conjunction)

after (preposition);
afterwards (adverb)

atter all

afternoon, evening and night
ages

ago

all (of) with nouns and pronouns
all with verbs

all, everybody and everything
all and every

all and whole

all right

almost and nearly

also, as well and too
although and though

among and between

and

and after try, wait, go etc
another

any (= ‘it doesn't matter which’)
any and no: adverbs

appear

(a)round and about

articles: introduction

articles: a/an

articles: the

articles: the difference between
a‘an and the

articles: talking in general
articles: countable and
uncountable nouns

44

45

46
47
48
49
50
51
52

53
54
55
56

57
58
59
60
61
62
63

64
65
66
67
68

69
70
71
72

73
74
75
76

77
78
79

articles: aand an;
pronunciation of the
articles: special rules and
exceptions

as...as...

as, because and since {reason)
as and like

as if and as though

as much/many...as...
as well as

as, when and while (things
happening at the same time)
ask

at, in and on (place)

at, in and on (time)

at all

be with auxiliary do

be + infinitive

be: progressive tenses
because and because of
before (adverb)

before (conjunction)
before (preposition) and
in front of

begin and start

big, large, great and tall
born

borrow and lend

both (of) with nouns and
pronouns

both with verbs
both...and...

bring and take

(Great) Britain, the United
Kingdom, the British Isles and
England

British and American English
broad and wide

but = except

by: time

can and could: forms
can and could: ability
can: possibility and probability
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81
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87

88
89
90
a1
92
93

94
95
96
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99
100
101
102

103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111

112
113
114
115
116
117

List of entries

can: permission, offers, requests
and orders

can with remember, understand,
speak, play, see, hear, feel,
taste and smell

close and shut

come and go

comparison: comparative and
superlative adjectives
comparison; using comparatives
and superlatives

comparison: much, far etc

with comparatives

comparison: comparative and
superlative adverbs

conditional

conjunctions

contractions

‘copula’ verbs

countable and uncountable nouns
country

dare

dates

determiners
discourse markers
do: auxiliary verb
do + -ing

do and make
during and for
during and in

each: grammar

each and every

each other and one another
either: determiner
either...or...

ellipsis (feaving words out)
else

emphasis

emphatic structures with it and
what

enjoy

enough

even

eventual(ly)

ever

every and every one

118
119
120
121
122

123

124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135

136
137

138
139
140

141

142

143
144
145
146
147

148
149
150
151
152
153

154
155
156

except

except and except for
exclamations

excuse me, pardon and sorry
expect, hope, look forward,
wait, want and wish

explain

fairly, quite, rather and pretty
far and a long way

farther and further

fast

feel

(a) few and (a) little

fewer and less

for: purpose

for + object + infinitive

for, since, from, ago and before
future: introduction

future: present progressive and
going to

future: shall/will (predictions)
future: shalt and will
(interpersonal uses)

future: simple present

future perfect

future progressive

gender (masculine and feminine
language)

get + noun, adjective,

adverb particle or preposition
get (+ object) + verb form

get and go: movement

go: been and gone

go meaning ‘become’
go...-ing

had better

half (of)

hard and hardly

have: introduction

have: auxiliary verb

have (got): possession,
relationships etc

have: actions

have + object + verb form
have (got) to
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167
168
169
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171
172
173
174
175

176
177

178
179
180
181
182
183
184

185

186
187
188
189

190
191
192
193
194
195
196

List of entries

hear and listen (to)
help

here and there

holiday and holidays
home

hope

how and what. .. like?

if: ordinary tenses

if: special tenses
if-sentences with could and
might

if only

if so and if not

ill and sick

imperative

in and into (prepositions)

in case

in spite of

indeed

infinitive: negative, progressive,
perfect, passive

infinitive: use

infinitive after who, what, how
etc

infinitive of purpose
infinitive without to

-ing form (‘gerund’)

-ing form after to

-ing form or infinitive?
instead of . . . -ing
inversion: auxiliary verb before
subject

inversion: whole verb before
subject

irregular verbs

it: preparatory subject

it: preparatory object

it's time

last and the last

let's

ietters

likely

long and for a long time
look

look (at), watch and see

197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206

207
208
209

210

211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224

225
226
227

228
229

230
231
232
233
234

235

marry and divorce

may and might: forms

may and might: probability
may and might: permission
mind

modal auxiliary verbs

more (of): determiner

most (of): determiner
much, many, a lot etc
much (of), many (of):
determiners

must: forms

must: obligation

must and have to; mustn’t,
haven’t got to, don’t have to,
don’t need to and needn’t
must: deduction

names and titles

nationality words

need

negative questions
negative structures

neither (of): determiner
neither, nor and not. .. either
neither...nor...

next and nearest

next and the next

no and none

no and not

no and not a/not any

no more, not any more, no
longer, not any longer
non-progressive verbs
noun + noun

numbers

once

one and you: indefinite
personal pronouns
one: substitute word
other and others
ought

own

participles: ‘present’ and ‘past’
participles (-ing and -ed)
participles used as adjectives
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241
242
243

244

245

246

247
248
249
250
251
252

253
254

255

256

257

258
259

260
261
262

263
264
265
266
267
268
269

List of entries

participle clauses

passive structures: introduction
passive verb forms

past tense with present or
future meaning

past time: the past and

perfect tenses (introduction)
past time: simple past

past time: past progressive
past time: present perfect
simple

past time: present perfect
progressive

past time: past perfect simple
and progressive

perfect tenses with

this is the first time. ..  etc
personal pronouns (I, me, it etc)
play and game

please and thank you
possessive ’s: forms
possessive ’s: use

possessive with determiners

(a friend of mine, etc)
possessives: my and mine, etc
prepositions after particular
words and expressions
prepositions before particular
words and expressions
prepositions: expressions without
prepositions

prepositions at the end of
clauses

prepositions and adverb particles
prepositional verbs and
phrasal verbs

present tenses: introduction
present tenses: simple present
present tenses: present
progressive

progressive tenses with always
punctuation: apostrophe
punctuation: colon
punctuation: comma
punctuation: dash

punctuation: guotation marks
punctuation: semi-colons and
full stops

270
271

272
273
274

275
276
277
278
279
280

281
282

283

284
285

286
287

288
289
290
291
292
293
294
295
296
297
298

299
300

301

302

303

304

questions: basic rules
questions: word order in
spoken questions
questions: reply questions
question tags

quite

real(ly)

reflexive pronouns

relative pronouns

refative pronouns: what
relative pronouns: whose
relatives: identifying and
non-identifying clauses
remind

reported speech and direct
speech

reported speech: pronouns;
‘here and now’ words; tenses
reported speech: questions
reported speech: orders,
requests, advice etc
requests

road and street

the same

say and tell

see

seem

shall

short answers

should

should, ought and must
should and would

should after why and how
should: (if | were you)

I should. ..

similar words

since {conjunction of time):
tenses

singular and plural:
spelling of plural nouns
singular and plural:
pronunciation of plural nouns
singular and plural:
irregular plurals

singular and plural:
singular words ending in -8
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308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317

318
319
320
321

322
323

324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336

337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345

List of entries

singular and plural:

singular words with plural verbs
singular and plural:

plural expressions with
singular verbs

singular and plural: anybody etc
slow(ly)

small and little

smell

so and not with hope, believe etc
soaml, sodoletc

‘social’ language

some and any

some: special uses

some/any and no article
somebody and anybody,
something and anything, etc
sound

spelling: capital letters
spelling: ch and tch, k and ck
spelling: doubling final
consonants

spelling: final -e

spelling: full stops with
abbreviations

spelling: hyphens

spelling: ie and ei

spelling: -ise and -ize
spelling: -ly
spelling:y and i

spelling and pronunciation
still, yet and already
subject and object forms
subjunctive

suggest

such and so

surely

sympathetic

take

take (time)

tall and high

taste

telephoning

telling the time

tenses in subordinate clauses
that: omission

there is

346
347
348
349

350
351
352
353
354

355
356

357
358
359
360
361
362
363

364

365

366
367
368
369
370

think

this and that

too

travel, journey and trip

unless and if not

until and by

until and to

used to + infinitive

(be) used to + nounor... -ing
verbs with object complements
verbs with two objects

way
weak and strong forms

well

when and if

whether and if
whether...or...

which, what and who:

question words

who ever, what ever, how ever
etc

whoever, whatever, whichever,
however, whenever and wher-
ever

will

wish

worth . .. -ing

would

would rather
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Words used in the explanations

active In/paid the bill, the verb paidis active. In The bill was paid, the
verb was paidis passive, not active.

adjective a word like green, hungry, impossible, used to describe.

adverb a word like tomorrow, here, badly, also, which is used to say, for
example, when, where or how something happens.

adverb(ial) particle a word like up, out, off, used as part of a verb like
get up, look out, put off.

adverb(ial) phrase a group of words used like an adverb. Examples: in
this place, on Tuesday.

affirmative / wasis affirmative; / was not is negative.

auxiliary {(verb) a verb like be, have, do, which is used with another
verb to make tenses, questions etc. See also modal auxiliary verbs.

clause a structure with a subject and verb, and perhaps an object and
adverbs. Examples: [ know that man. | came home last night.
A sentence is made of one or more clauses. See aiso main clause.

comparative a form like older, faster, more intelligent.

conditional /should/would + infinitive, etc. See 88.

conjunction a word that joins clauses. Examples: and, so, if, when.

consonant b, ¢, d, fand g are consonants; a, ¢, i, oand u are vowels.

contraction two words made into one. Examples: don't, I'll.

determiner a word like the, my, this, every, more, which can come at
the beginning of a noun phrase. See 96.

direct object In / gave my mother some money, the direct object is
some money;, my mother is the indirect object.

direct speech reporting somebody’s words without changing the
grammar. In She said ‘I'm tired’, the clause I'm tired is direct speech.
in She said that she was tired, the structure is indirect speech or
reported speech.

emphasize You emphasize something if you make it ‘stronger—for
example, by saying it louder.

expression a group of words used together, like in the morning.

first person I, me, we, us, our, am are first person forms.

formal We use formal language when we wish to be polite or to show
respect; we use more informal language when we talk to friends, for
example. Good morning is more formal than Hello, Hiis very informal.

gerund an -ing form used like a noun. Example: Smoking is dangerous.

hyphen aline (-) that separates words. Example: milk-bottle.

imperative a form (like the infinitive) that is used to give orders, make
suggestions, etc. Examples: Come on; Wait a minute. See 170.

indirect object see direct object.

indirect speech see direct speech.

infinitive In / need to sleep and | must go, the forms to sleep and go
are infinitives. See 175.

informal see formal.

irregular see regular.
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main clause Some sentences have a main clause and one or more
subordinate clauses. Example: When | got home | asked Mary what
she thought. The main clause is / asked Mary, the other two clauses
are like parts of the main clause (the first is like an adverb, the other is
like an object): they are subordinate clauses.

modal auxiliary verbs can, could, may, might, must, will, shall, would,
should, oughtand need.

noun aword like oil, memory, thing, which can be used with an article.
Nouns are usually the names of people or things.

object See direct object and subject.

omission, omit leaving out words. In the sentence / know (that) you
don't like her, we can omit that.

participle When we use the -ing form like an adjective or verb, we call it
a present participle. Examples: a erying child: | was working. Forms
like broken, gone, heard, stopped are past participles. See 234.

passive see active.

past participle see participle.

perfect averb form made with have. Examples: | have seen; They had
forgotten; She will have arrived.

phrasal verb verb + adverb particle. Examples: stand up, write down.

phrase a group of words that are used together. Our old houseis a
noun phrase; has been sold is a verb phrase.

plural aform used for more than one. Books, they, many are plural;
book, she, much are singular.

preposition a word like on, through, over, in, by, for.

present participle see participle.

possessive aform like my, mine, John's, used to show possession.

progressive / am going, | was going are progressive verb forms; / go,
I went are simple verb forms.

pronoun We use a pronoun instead of a more precise noun phrase.
Examples: /, it, yourself, their, one.

proper noun, proper name a noun that is the name of a person, place
etc. Examples: Peter, Einstein, Birmingham.

question tag a small question at the end of a sentence. Examples:
don’tyou? wasn'tit?

regular a regular form follows the same rules as most others. An
irregular form does not. Stopped is a regular past tense; wentis
irregular. Books is a regular plural; women is irregular.

relative pronouns, relative clauses see 277-280.

reported speech see direct speech.

second person you, yourselves, your are second person forms.

sentence a complete ‘piece of language’. in writing, a sentence
begins with a capital (big) letter and ends with a full stop (.). A sen-
tence is usually made of one or more clauses.

simple see progressive.

singular see plural.
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stress When we speak, we pronounce some words and parts of words
higher and louder: we stress them. Example: There's a 'man in the
‘garden.

subject a noun or pronoun that comes before the verb in an affirmative
sentence. It often says who or what does an action. Example: Helen
broke another glass today. See also direct object.

subordinate clause see main clause.

superlative a form like oldest, fastest, most intelligent.

tense am going, went, will go, have gone are tenses of the verb go.

third person he, him, his, they, goes are third person forms.

verb aword like ask, play, wake, be, can. Many verbs refer to actions
or states.

Phonetic alphabet

Vowels and diphthongs {double vowels)

i seat/siit/, feel ffil/ 3: turn/ta:n/, word /wa:d/

1 sit/sit/, in/in/ 8 another/a'nada(r)/

e set/set/, any /'em/ et take ftetk/, wait /weit/

& sat/seet/, match /maetf/ a1 mine /main/, light /lart/
a: march/ma:ty/, after /'a:fta(ry o1 oil /o1, boy /bor/

v pot/pot/, gone/gon/ 53U no/nav/, open /'aupan/
2! port /po:t/, law /la:/ au house /haus/, now/nauv/
U good/gud/, could /kud/ 18 hear/hia(r)/, deer /dia(r)/
u: food/fu:d/, group /gru:p/ ea where/wea(r)/, air/ea(r)/
A much/matf/, front /frant/ va tour /tua(r)/
Consonants

p pull/pul/, cup /kap/ tf cheap Hfi:p/, catch /keetf/
b bull/bul/, rob/rob/ dz jail /dzelV, bridge /bndz/
f  ferry/'fen/, cough/kof/ k king /kin/, case /kers/

v very/vert/, live v/ g go/gaul/, rug/rag/

6 think/Bink/, bath/ba:®/ m my/mai/, come /kam/

3 though /dau/, with /wid/ n no/nav/, on/on/

t  take/teik/, set/set/ n sing/siy/, finger /finga(ry
d day/del/, red/red/ I /ove/Iav/, hole thaul/

s sing/sin/, rice /rais/ r round/raund/, carry /'kaen/
Z zoo/zu:/, days/deiz/ w  well /wel/

I show/fau/, wish iwif/ i young/jaty

3 pleasure /'pleza(r) h house /haus/

" shows which part of a word is stressed. Example: /'limit/.



abbreviations

We usually write abbreviations without full stops in British English.
Mr (NOT Mr-) = Mister
Ltd = Limited (company)
kg = kilogram
the BBC = the British Broadcasting Corporation
the USA = the United States of America
NATO = the North Atiantic Treaty Organization
OPEC = the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries

Some abbreviations are made from the first letters of several words. We
usually pronounce these with the stress on the last letter.

the BBC /38 bi:bi'siv/  the USA /da juies'ey

Some of these abbreviations are pronounced like one word.
We do not usually use articles with these.

NATO I'nettau/ (NOT the MATO)
OPEC /'aupek/ (NOT the OPEG)

about to
| be+ about + to-infinitive |

if you are about to do something, you are going to do it very soon.

Don't go out now — we're about to have supper.
| was about to go to bed when the telephone rang.

For other ways of talking about the future, see 134-140.

above and over

Above and over can both mean 'higher than'.

A A is above/over B.

The snow came up above/over our knees.
There's a spider on the ceiling just above/sover your head.

We use above when one thing is not directly over another.
We've got a little house above the lake.

A

\ A is above B. (NOT A-s-evers:)
B
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3 We use over when one thing covers another.

Ais overB.

il

There is cloud over the South of England.

And we use over when one thing crosses another. (Across is also
possible.)

B

A is {(moving) over/across B.

L& |

Electricity cables stretch over/across the fields.
The plane was flying over/across the Channel,

4 We usually use overto mean ‘more than’.

‘How old are you? ‘Over thirty.’
He's over two metres tall.
There were over fifty people at the party. a

But we use above in some expressions,

particularly when we are thinking of a vertical scale.

Examples are: above zero (for temperatures); above sea-level above
average.

>  Forthe difference between over and across, see 4.
For other meanings of above and over, see a good dictionary.

4 across and over

1 We use both across and over to mean ‘on the other side of’ or 1o the
other side of'".

His house is just over/across the road.
Try to junp over/across the stream.

2 We prefer overto talk about a movement to the
other side of something high.

Why is that woman climbing over the wall?

(NOT . .. cfirnbingacross-thewall?)
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5-6

We prefer across to talk about a movement to the ACROSS
other side of a flat area.

It took him six weeks to walk across the desert.
(NOT . . . towafcoverthedesert)

across and through

The difference between across and through is like the difference
between onand in. Acrossis used for a movement on a surface.
Through is used for a movement in a three-dimensional space, with
things on all sides. Compare:

We walked across the ice. We drove across the desert.
| walked through the wood. We drove through several towns.

m \\v ?-
6. 1@;? { e
Aé A g

{ walked across the square | walked through the crowd
to the café. to the bar.

People swim, and ships move, across rivers, lakes etc.
The river’s too wide to swim across.

For the difference between across and over, see 4.

active verb forms

This is a list of all the affirmative active forms of an English regular verb,
with their names. For passive forms, see 238. For questions, see 270.
For negatives, see 215. For irregular verbs, see 186.

For more information about the forms and their uses, see the entry for
each one. For details of auxiliary and modal auxiliary verbs, see the
entry for each one.

future / will/'shall work, you will work, he/she/it will work, we will/shall
work, they will work

future progressive | will/'shall be working, you will be working, etc
future perfect simple / will/shall have worked, you will have worked, etc

future perfect progressive / will/shall have been working, you will have
been working, etc

simple present / work, you work, he/she/it works, we work, they work
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present progressive | am working, you are working, etc

present perfect simple | have worked, you have worked, he/she/it has
worked, etc

present perfect progressive | have been working, you have been
working. etc

simple past / worked, you worked, he/she/it worked, etC

past progressive | was working, you were working, etc

past perfect simple | had worked, you had worked, he/she/it had
worked. etc

past perfect progressive | had been working, you had been working,
etc
infinitives (r0) work, (to) be working; (to) have worked,
(to) have been working
participles working; worked; having worked
Note: Future tenses can be constructed with going to instead of will (for
the difference, see 136.3).

I'm going to work; I'm going to be working; I'm going to have worked

actual(ly)

Actual means ‘real’; actually means ‘really’ or ‘in fact’.
We often use them to correct mistakes and misunderstandings, or when
we say something unexpected or surprising.

The book says he was 47 when he died, but his actual age was 43.
‘Hello, John. Nice to see you again.’ ‘Actually, my name’s Andy.’
‘Do you like opera?’ ‘Yes, | do.” ‘Actually, I've got two tickets . . .
She was so angry that she actually tore up the letter.

’

Note that actual and actually are ‘false friends’ for people who speak
European languages. They do not mean the same as, for example,
actuel(lement), aktuell, attuale/attualmente. To express these ideas, we
say present, current, up to date; at this moment, now, at present.

What's our current financial position?
A hundred years ago, the population of London was higher than it is

now. (NOT . .. higherthanitactuallyis.)

adjectives ending in -ly

Many adverbs end in -ly — for example happily, nicely. But some words
that end in -ly are adjectives, not adverbs. The most important are
friendly, lovely, lonely, ugly, silly, cowardly, likely, unlikely.

She gave me a friendly smile.  Her singing was lovely.
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There are no adverbs friendly or friendlily, lovely or lovelily, etc. We have
to use different structures.

She smiled at me in a friendly way. (NOT -She-smifed-atme-friendiy.)
He gave a silly laugh. (NOT He-faughed-sitly )

Daily, weekly, monthly, yearly, and early are both adjectives and
adverbs.

It's adaily paper. It comes out daily.
an early train |/ got up eatly.

adjectives: order

Before a noun, we put adjectives in a fixed order. The exact rules are
very complicated (and not very well understood). Here are the most
important rules:

Adijectives of colour, origin (where something comes from), material
(what it is made of) and purpose (what it is for) go in that order.

colour origin material purpose noun
red Spanish leather  riding boots

a Venetian glass ashtray (NOT aglass-Venetian-ashiray)
a brown German beer-mug (NOT a-German-brown-beermtg)

Other adjectives come before colour-adjectives etc.
Their exact order is too complicated to give rules.

a big black cat (NOT a-black bigcat)
the round glass table (NOT the-glass-round-table)

First, last and next usually come before numbers.

the first three days (NOT the threefirstdays)
my last two jobs (NOT my-two-lastiobs)

For and with adjectives, see 31.3.  For commas with adjectives. see 266.1.

adjectives: position

adjective + noun
subject + copula verb (be. seem, Jook etc) + adjective

Most adjectives can go in two places in a sentence:
before a noun

The new secretary doesn't like me.
She married a rich businessman.
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after a ‘copula verb'’ (be, seem, look, appear, feel and some other verbs
—see 91)

That dress is new, isn'tit?  He looks rich.

A few adjectives can go before a noun, but not usually after a verb.
Examples are elder, eldest (see 299.5) and little (see 309). After a verb
we use older, oldest and small.

My elder brother lives in Newcastle. (Compare: He's three years

older than me.)

He’s a funny little boy. (Compare: He looks very small.)

Some adjectives can go after a verb, but not usually before a noun. The
most common are ilf (see 169), well (see 359) and afraid, alive, alone,
asleep. Before nouns we use sick, healthy, frightened, living, lone,
sleeping.

He looks ill. (Compare: He’s a sick man.)
Your mother’s very well. (Compare: She's a very healthy woman.)
She’s asleep. (Compare: a sleeping baby)

In expressions of measurement, the adjective comes after the
measurement-noun.

two metres high (NOT Hightwo-rmetres)

ten years old  two miles long

adjectives without nouns

We cannot usually leave out a noun after an adjective.
Poor little boy!(NOT Foorttet)
But there are some exceptions:

We sometimes leave out a noun when we are talking about a choice
between two or three different kinds (of car, milk, cigarette, bread, for
example).

‘Have you got any bread?' ‘Do you want white or brown?'
‘A pound of butter, please.’ ''ve only got unsalted.’

We can use superlative adjectives without nouns, if the meaning is clear.
I'm the tallest in my family. ~ 'Which one shall | get?’ ‘The cheapest.’

We can use some adjectives with the to talk about people in a particular
condition.
He's collecting money for the blind.

Note that this structure has a plural ‘general’ meaning: the blind means
‘all blind people’, not 'the blind person’ or ‘certain blind people’.
The most common expressions of this kind are:
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the dead thesick theblind thedeaf therich
the poor  the unemployed  the young  the old
the handicapped  the mentally ill

(In informal speech, we usually say old people, young people etc
instead of the old, the young.)
These expressions cannot be used with a possessive 's.

the problems of the poor ORpoor people's problems
(NOT the-poor's probtems)

For expressions like the Irish, the French, see 212.

adverbs of manner

Adverbs of manner say how something happens.

Examples: happily, quickly, terribly, beautifully, badly, well, fast.

Don't confuse these adverbs with adjectives (happy, quick, etc.) We use
adverbs, not adjectives, to modify verbs.

[
verb + adverb

! ,
She sang beautifully. (NOT -She-sang-beautiful.)
We'll have to think quickly. (NOT . . . think-quick.)
T
She danced happily into the room. (NOT -She-dancec-happy . . .)
¢ —
| don’t remember that evening very well. (NOT . .. verygood.)

Adverbs of manner can also modify adjectives, past participles, other
adverbs, and adverbial phrases.

? ] —_—
adverb + adjective adverb + past partlc ple

1
It's terribly cold today. This steak is very badly cooked
(NOT ... terriblecold . ..) (NOT . .. bad-cooked)

ey [ —— R
| aovern + agvers | adverb + adverbial phrase

1 i
They're playing unusually fast. He was madly in love with her.
(NOT ... unusualfast.) (NOT ... mad .. .)

Some adverbs of manner have the same form as adjectives.
Examples are fast (see 127), siow (see 308), loud, wide and hard (see
150).

For the use of adjectives with ‘copula verbs' tike fook or seem, see 91.
For adjectives ending in -/, see 8. For the position of adverbs of manner, see
14.6. For spelling rules, see 327.
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adverbs: position (general)

Different kinds of adverbs go in different positions in a clause. Here are
some general rules: for more details, see 14. (Note: these rules apply
both to one-word adverbs and to adverb phrases of two or more words.)
Verb and object
We do not usually put adverbs between a verb and its object.

[ .. . adverb + verb + object | verb—adverb—+object

| very much like my job. (NOT Hike-very-much-my-fob )

[i .. verb + object + advertd

She speaks English well. (NOT -She-speaks-well-trgiish.)

Initial, mid and end position

There are three normal positions for adverbs:

a. initial position (at the beginning of a clause)
Yesterday morning something very strange happened.

b. mid-position (with the verb — for the exact position see 14.2)
My brother completely forgot my birthday.

. end position (at the end of a clause)
What are you doing tomorrow?

Most adverb phrases (adverbs of two or more words) cannot go in
mid-position. Compare:

He got dressed quickly.  He quickly got dressed.
(Quickly can go in end or mid-position.)

He got dressed in a hurry (NOT +He-in-a-htrry-got gressed-)

(!n a hurry cannot go in mid-position.)

What goes where?
initial position
Connecting adverbs (which join a clause to what came before). Time
adverbs can aiso go here (see 14.8).
However, not everybody agreed.(connecting adverb)
Tomorrow /'ve got a meeting in Cardiff. (time adverb)
mid-position
Focusing adverbs (which emphasize one part of the clause); adverbs of

certainty and completeness; adverbs of indefinite frequency; some
adverbs of manner (see 14.6).

N U
He's been everywhere — he’s even been to Antarctica.(focusing
adverb)
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It will probably rain this evening. (certainty)

I've almost finished painting the house. {(completeness)
My boss often travels to America. (indefinite frequency)
He quickly got dressed. (manner)

end-position

Adverbs of manner (how), place (where) and time (when) most often go
in end-position. (For details, see 14.9.)

She brushed her hair slowly. (manner)
The children are playing upstairs. (place)
I phoned Alex this morning. (time)

adverbs: position (details)
(Read section 13 before you read this.)

Connecting adverbs

These adverbs join a clause to what came before.
Examples: however, then, next, besides, anyway
Position:  beginning of clause.

Some of us wanted to change the system; however, not everybody
agreed.

I worked without stopping until five o'clock. Then | went home.
Next, | want to say something about the future.

Indefinite frequency

These adverbs say how often something happens.

Examples: always, ever, usually, normally, often, frequently,
sometimes, occasionally, rarely, seldom, never

Position:  mid-position (after auxiliary verbs and am, are, is, was and
were; before other verbs).

auxiliary verb + adverb k
| have never seen a whale.

You can always come and stay with us if you want to.
Have you ever played American football?

My boss is often bad-tempered.
’m seldom late for work.

| adverb + other verb |

We usually go to Scotland in August.
It sometimes gets very windy here.
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When there are two auxiliary verbs, these adverbs usually come after
the first.

We have never been invited to one of their parties.

She must sometimes have wanted to run away.

Usually, normally, often, frequently, sometimes and occasionally can go
at the beginning of a clause for emphasis. Always, never, rarely, seldom
and ever cannot.

Sometimes | think I'd like to live somewhere else.

Usually | get up early.

(NOT -Afways+getupearly. Neverfgetupearly.)
But always and never can come at the beginning of imperative clauses.

Always look in your mirror before starting to drive.
Never ask her about her marriage.

For the position of adverbs of definite frequency (for example daily,
weekly), see 8 below.

Focusing adverbs

These adverbs ‘point to’ or emphasize one part of the clause.

Examples: also, just, even, only, mainly, mostly, either, or, neither, nor

Position:  mid-position (after auxiliary verbs and am, are, is, was and
were; before other verbs).

Euxiliary verb + adv@

N
He's been everywhere—he’s even been to Antarctica.
|
) o T ]
’'m only going'for two days.
Y

She’s my teacher, but she’s also my friend.

The people at the meeting were mainly scientists.

@verb + other verb J

—  —1
Your bicycle just needs'some oil'— that's all.

S, 1
She neither said thank-you nor looked at me.

Too and as well are focusing adverbs that go in end-position. (See 28.)
Either goes in end-position after not. (See 217.)

Adverbs of certainty

We use these adverbs to say how sure we are of something.

Examples: certainly, definitely, clearly, obviously, probably, really

Position:  mid-position (after auxiliary verbs and am, are, is, was and
were; before other verbs).
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ﬁuxiliary verb + adverb |

It will probably rain this evening.
The train has obviously been delayed.

There is clearly something wrong.
She is definitely older than him.

Edverb + other verb }

He probably thinks you don't like him.
| certainly feel better today.
Maybe and perhaps usually come at the beginning of a clause.

Perhaps her train is late.
Maybe I'm right, and maybe I'm wrong.

5 Adverbs of completeness

These adverbs say how completely something happens.

Examples: completely, practically, almost, nearly, quite, rather. partly,
sort of, kind of. hardly, scarcely

Position:  mid-position (after auxiliary verbs and am, are, is, was and
were, betfore other verbs).

@}jl@ary yerb + adver_bJ

| have completely forgotten your name.
Sally can practically read.

' be + adverb

Itis :;lmost aark.

The house is partly ready.
Ladvérb + other verb |

I kind of hop;;he wins.

6 Adverbs of manner

These adverbs say how, in what way, something happens or is done.

Examples: angrily, happily, fast, slowly, suddenly, well, badly, nicely,
noisily, quietly, hard, softly

Position:  most often at the end of a clause, especially if the adverb is
emphasized. Adverbs in -ly can go in mid-position if the
adverb is less important than the verb or object. Initial
position is also possible.
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He drove off angrily.
You speak English well.

She read the letter slowly.

She angrily tore up the letter.
I slowly began to feel better again.

initiilfggﬁon
Suddenly | had an idea.

In passive clauses, adverbs of manner often go before the past
participle. This is very common with adverbs that say how well
something is done (for example well, badly).

adverb + past participle}

Everything has been carefully checked.
I thought it was very well written.
The conference was badly organized.

Adverbs of place

These adverbs say where something happens.
Examples: upstairs, around, here, to bed, in London, out of the window
Position:  at the end of a clause. Initial position also possible,
especially in literary writing.
The children are playing upstairs.
Come and sit here.
Don't throw orange peel out of the window.
She's sitting at the end of the garden.
At the end of the garden there was a very tall tree.
Adverbs of direction (movement) come before adverbs of position.
The children are running around upstairs.

Here and there often begin clauses. Note the word order.

Here/There + verb + subjéﬂ
Here comes your bus. (NOT Hereyourbuscomes.)

There's Alice.

Pronoun subjects come directly after here and there.

Here it comes (NOT Here-comest.)
There she is. (NOT -Fhere-isshe )

Adverbs of time

These adverbs say when something happens.
Examples: today, afterwards, in June, last year. daily, weekly, every
year, finally, before, eventually, already, soon, still, last
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Position:  mostly in end-position; initial position also common. Some
can go in mid-position (see below). Adverbs of indefinite
frequency (often, ever etc) go in mid-position (see
paragraph 2).

I'm going to London today.
Today I'm going to London.

She has a new hair style every week.
Every week she has a new hair style.

Time adverbs in -ly can also go in mid-position; so can already, soon
and /ast. Stifl and just only go in mid-position.

So you finally got here.

I've already paid the bill.

We'll soon be home.

When did you last see your father?
1 still love you.

She’s just gone out.

Manner, place, time

Atthe end of a clause, adverbs usually come in the order manner,
place, time (MPT).

I went ﬁat'—o:ﬁ;(NOT +went-atonce-there.)

Let's go 'to%c?gajl_y.'(NOT ... earlytobed)

/ WOTKGG%] esteTrda7

M P T
She sang beautifully'in the town hall'last night.'
With verbs of movement, we often put adverbs of place before adverbs
of manner.
P M
She went'home quickly.

Emphatic position
Mid-position adverbs go before emphasized auxiliary verbs or be.
Compare:

She has certainly made him angry.
She certainly HAS made him angry!
I'm really sorry.

I really AM sorry.

‘Polite people always say thank-you.’
'l always DO say thank-you.’
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Other positions

Some adverbs can go directly with particular words or expressions that
they modify. The most important are just, aimost, only, really, even, right,
terribly.

I'll see you in the pub just before eight o’clock.

I've read the book almost to the end.

Only you could do a thing like that. | feel really tired.

He always wears a coat, even in summer.

She walked right past me.  We all thought she sang terribly badly.

after (conjunction)
clause + after + clause
after + clause, + clause
We can use afterto join two clauses.

We can either say: B happened after A happened
OR After A happened, B happened.

The meaning is the same: A happened first.
Note the comma (,) in the second structure.

| went to America after | left school.
After | left school, | went to America.

He did military service after he went to university.
(= He went to university first.)

After he did military service, he went to university.
(= He did military service first.)

In a clause with after, we use a present tense if the meaning is future
(see 343).

I'll telephone you after | arrive. (NOT . . . after+willarrive.)

In clauses with after, we often use perfect tenses. We can use the
present perfect (have + past participle) instead of the present, and the
past perfect (had + past participle) instead of the past.

I'll telephone you after I've arrived.
Atfter | had left school, | went to America.

There is not usually much difference of meaning between the perfect
tenses and the others in this case. Perfect tenses emphasize the idea
that one thing was finished before another started.

In a formal style, we often use the structure | after + -ing |

After completing this form, return it to the Director’s office.
He wrote his first book after visiting Mongolia.
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after (preposition); afterwards (adverb)

Afteris a preposition: it can be followed by a noun or an -ing form.
We ate in a restaurant after the film.
After seeing the film, we ate in a restaurant

Afteris not an adverb: we do not use it with the same meaning as
afterwards, then or after that. '
We went to the cinema and afterwards (then/after that) we ate in a
restaurant.
(NOT ... andafterweateinarestaurant.)

after all

After all gives the idea that one thing was expected, but the opposite
happened. It means ‘Although we expected something different’.
I'm sorry. | thought | could come and see you this evening, but I'm not
free after all.
I expected to fail the exam, but | passed after all.

Position: usually at the end of the clause.

We can also use after allto mean ‘We mustn't forget that . . . 'itis used
to introduce a good reason or an important argument which people
seem to have forgotten.

It's not surprising you're hungry. After all, you didn't have breakfast.

I think we should go and see Granny. After all, she only lives ten miles

away. and we haven't seen her for ages.

Position: usually at the beginning of the clause.

afternoon, evening and night

Afternoon changes to evening when it starts getting dark, more or less.
However, it depends on the time of year. In summer, we stop saying
afternoon by six o'clock, even if itis still light. In winter we go on saying
afternoon until at least five o'clock, even if itis dark.

Evening changes to night more or less at bedtime. Note that Good
evening usually means 'Hello’, and Good night means '‘Goodbye' — it is
never used to greet people.

A:Good evening. Terrible weather, isn't it?

B:Yes, dreadful.

A:Hasn't stopped raining for weeks. Well, | must be going. Good night.

B:Good night.
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ages

We talk about people’s ages with

He is thirty-five.
She will be twenty-one next year.

or fbe + number + years old |

He is thirty-five years old.

To ask about somebody's age, say How old are you? (What is your age ?
is correct but not usual.)

Note the structure T567+ ... age | (without preposition).

When [ was your age, | was already working.
The two boys are the same age.
She’s the same age as me.

ago

Position

| expression of time + ago ]

I met her six weeks ago. (NOT . .. 8go-Six-weeks.)
It all happened a long time ago.
How long ago did you arrive?

Agois used with a past tense, not the present perfect.

She phoned a few minutes ago. (NOT She-hasphoned . . . )
‘Where's Mike? ‘He was working outside ten minutes ago.

The difference between ago and for

Compare:

I went to Spain six weeks ago. ( = six weeks before now)
I went to Germany for six weeks this summer. { = | spent six weeks
in Germany.)

NOW
I went
I went to Germany to Spain
PAST H4+—++++—+++++++++++t+++++++++++= FUTURE
)
b

for six weeks six weeks ago
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The difference between ago and before

two years ago = two years before now
two years before = two years before then (before a past time)
Compare:

Two years ago, ! visited my home town, which | had left two years
before.

left . visited NOW

1

} )
—1

e

two years ago

two years before

For other uses of before, see 61-63.

all (of) with nouns and pronouns

We can put all (of) before nouns and pronouns.
Before a noun with a determiner (for example the, my, this), all and all of
are both possible.

All (of) my friends like riding.

She'’s eaten all (of) the cake.
Before a noun with no determiner, we do not use of.

All children can be naughty sometimes. (NOT AH-of children . . .)
Before a personal pronoun, we use all of.

All of them can come tomorrow.

Mary sends her love to all of us.
All we, all they are not possible.

We can put all after object pronouns.

I've invited them all.
Mary sends her love to us all.
I've made you all something to eat.

all with verbs

Allcan go with a verb, in ‘'mid-position’, like some adverbs (see 13.2).

auxiliary verb + all 2 all + other verb

amyare/is/was/were + all

My family all like travelling.
We can all swim. You all look tired.

They have all finished.

We are all tired.
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all, everybody and everything

We do not usually use alf alone to mean ‘everybody'.
Compare:

All the people stood up.
Everybody stood up.(NOT AH-stoedup-)

Allcan mean everything, but usually only in the structure all + relative
clause ( = all (that) . . . ). Compare:

All (that) ] have is yours.(OR Everything . . .)

Everything is yours.(NOT -AlHsyotrs:)

She lost all she owned (OR . . . everything she owned)

She lost everything (NOT She-fost-ait-)
This structure often has a rather negative meaning: ‘nothing more’ or ‘the
only thing(s)'.

This is all I've got.

All l want is a place to sleep.

Note the expression That's all ( = ‘It's finished').

all and every

Alland every have similar meanings. (Every means ‘all without
exception’.)
They are used in different structures:

all + plural fevery + singular

All children need love. Every child needs love.
All cities are noisy. Every city is noisy.

We can use all, but not every, before a determiner (for example the, my,
this).

| all + determiner + plural | | every + singular |
Please swiich off all the lights. Please switch off every light.
I've written to all my friends. I've written to every friend | have.

(NOT ... everymy-frend-)

We can use all, but not every, with uncountable nouns.

Iike all music.(NOT . . . everymusicr)
We can use all with some singular countable nouns, to mean ‘every part
of', ‘the whole of’. Compare:

She was here all day.(= from morning to night)
She was here every day.( = Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday . . . )
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At the beginning of negative sentences, we use these structures:

MOI all/fevery + noun + affirmative verb ]

Not all Scottish people drink whisky.
Not every student passed the exam.

No + noun + affirmative verb
None of + determiner + noun + affirmative verb

No Scottish people work in our office.
None of the students passed the exam.

For the use of no and none, see 221.

We do not usually use all and every alone without nouns. Instead, we
say all of it/them and every one.

‘She's eaten all the cakes.” What, all of them?' 'Yes, every one.’

For the difference between all and whofe, see 25.
For more rules about afl, see 21-23.
For the difference between every and each, see 104.

all and whole

all + determiner + noun
determiner + whole + noun

Whole means ‘complete’, ‘every part of’. Alfand whole can both be used
with singular nouns. They have similar meanings, but the word order is
different. Compare:

Julie spent all the summer at home. all my life
Julie spent the whole summer at home. my whole (ife

Whole is more common than al/f with singular countable nouns.

She wasted the whole lesson. (More common than . . . all the
lesson.)

We usually use alf, not whole, with uncountable nouns.
She's drunk all the milk. (NOT . . . the-whole-milk-)
There are some exceptions: for example the whole time; the whole truth.

The whole of or all (of) is used before proper nouns, pronouns and
determiners.
The whole of/All of Venice was under water. (NOT Whele-Yenice- . . )
I've just read the whole of ‘War and Peace’.
(OR . .. all of ‘War and Peace’)
I didn’t understand the whole of/alf of it.
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26 all right

We usually write all right as two separate words in British English.
(Alrightis possible in American English).

Everything will be all right.

27 almost and nearly

1 Thereis not usually much difference between almost and nearly, and we
can often use both with the same meaning.

I've nearly finished.  I/'ve almost finished.

Sometimes almost is a little ‘nearer’ than nearly.
nearly
there

2 We do not usually use nearly with negative words: never, nobody, no-
one, nothing, nowhere, no and none.
instead, we use almost, or we use hardly with ever, anybody, etc. (See

150.2)
almost never(NOT searynever)  hardly ever
almost nobody hardly anybody
almost no money hardly any money

28 also, as well and too

clause + as well

clause + too

subject + be + also + complement

1 As welland foousually come at the end of aclause. They mean the same.
She not only sings. she plays the piano as well.
We all went to Brighton yesterday. John came too.

As well and foo can refer to (‘point to’) different parts of the sentence,
depending on the meaning. Consider the sentence: We have meetings
on Sundays as well. This can mean three different things:

a (Other people have meetings on Sundays, and)

! —1—
we have meetings on Sundays as well.
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b (We go for walks on Sundays, and)
—

!
we have meetings on Sundays as well.

¢ (We have meetings on Tuesdays, and)

we have meetings on Sundays as well.
When we speak, we show the exact meaning by stressing the word that

as well or too refers to.
I

‘We have meetings on Sundays as well.

Too and as well are often used in ‘short answers’.

‘She’s nice.” 'l think so too.’
‘I've got a headache.’ | have as well.’

In very informal speech, we often use Me too as a short answer.
'I'm going home.” ‘Me too.’
In a more formal style, we would say / am too, or So am I (see 312).

We usually put also before the verb (for the exact position when there
are auxiliary verbs, see 14.3).

I don't like him | also think he’s dishonest.
She sings. and she also plays the piano.

Also comes after am, fs, are, was and were.
I'm hungry, and I'm also very tired.

Also can refer to any part of the sentence, like as well and too.
We do not use a/soin short answers.

‘I'mhungry.’ ‘1amtoo.'/ Soam '/ ‘Metoo.”/ T am as well.’
(NOT -tafso-)

Also + comma (,) | can be used at the beginning of a sentence,

to refer to the whole sentence.
It's a nice house, but it's very small. Also. it needs a lot of repairs.

We do not usually use also, as well and too in negative sentences.
Instead, we use structures with not . . . either, neither or nor. (See 217.)
Compare:

He's there too.— He isn’t there either.
! like you as well.— | don’t like you either.
| do too.— Nor do /.

For the difference between also and even, see 114.3.
For as well as, see 51.
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29 although and though

(al)though + clause, + clause
clause, + (al)though + clause

clause + though

1 Boththese words can be used as conjunctions. They mean the same.
Though is informal.

(Al)though | don't agree with him, | think he's honest.

She went on walking, (al)though she was terribly tired.

I'll talk to him, (al)though | don't think it'll do any good.
We use even though to emphasize a contrast. (Even although is not
possible.)

Even though | didn’t understand the words, | knew what he wanted.

2 We can use thoughto mean ‘however'. It usuaily comes at the end of a
sentence in informal speech.

‘Nice day.” 'Yes. Bit cold, though.”

D> For the difference between even and even though, see 114.4.
For even though and even so, see 114.4, 5. For as though, see 49.

30 among and between

1 We say that somebody/something is between two or more clearly
separate people or things.
We use among when somebody/something is in a group, a crowd or a
mass of people or things, which we do not see separately. Compare:

She was standing between Alice and Mary.
She was standing among a crowd of children.

Our house is between the wood, the river and the village.
His house is hidden among the trees.

I

BETWEEN

2 We use between to say that there are things (or groups of things) on two
sides.

a little valley between high mountains
| saw something between the wheels of the car.
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We say divide between and share between before singular nouns.
Before plural nouns, we can say between or among.

He divided his money between his wife, his daughter and his sister.
| shared the food between/among all my friends.

and

AandB
A BandC
A B CandD

When we join two or more expressions, we usually put and before the
last. (For rules about commas, see 266.1.)

bread and cheese

We drank, talked and danced.

I wrote the letters, Peter addressed them, George bought the stamps
and Alice posted them.

In two-word expressions, we often put the shortest word first.
young and pretty  cup and saucer

Some common expressions with and have a fixed order which we
cannot change.

hands and knees (NOT knees-and-hands)
knife and fork  bread and butter
men, women and children  fish and chips

We do not usually use and with adjectives before a noun.

Thanks for your nice long letter. (NOT . . . yourniee-and-long-etter-)

a tall dark handsome cowboy
But we use and when the adjectives refer to different parts of the same
thing.

red and yellow socks  a metal and glass (able
Note: and is usually pronounced /and/, not /and/. (See 358.)

For ellipsis {leaving words out) with and, in expressions like the bread and (the)
butter, see 108.2. For and after try, wait, go, come etc, see 32

and after try, wait, go etc

Weoftenuse tryand . .. insteadof try to . . .
This is informal

Try and eat something — you'll feel better if you do.
'l try and phone you tormorrow morning.
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We only use this structure with the simple form try. It is not possible with
tries, tried, or trying.
Compare:

Try and eat something.
| tried to eat something. (NOT +Hried-and-ate-something-)

We usually say wait and see, not wait to see.
‘What's for lunch?’ ‘Wait and see.’

We often say come and, go and, run and, hurry up and, stay and. This
has the same meaning as come, go etc + infinitive of purpose (see
178).

Come and have a drink. ~ Stay and have dinner.
Hurry up and open the door.

We can use this structure with forms like comes, came, going, went etc.

He often comes and spends the evening with us.
She stayed and played with the children.

another

another + singular noun

another + few/number + plural noun

Another is one word.
He’s bought another car. (NOT . . . afrothercar:)

Normally, we only use another with singular countable nouns. Compare:

Would you like another potato?
Would you like some more meat?(NOT . .. anothermeat?)
Would you like some more peas?(NOT . . . anotherpeas?)

But we can use another before a plural noun in expressions with few or
a number,

I'm staying for another few weeks.
We need another three chairs.

For information about one another, see 105.
For more information about other, see 231.

any ( = ‘it doesn’t matter which’)

Any can mean ‘it doesn't matter which’; ‘whichever you like'.

‘When shall | come?' ‘Any time.’
‘Could you pass me a knife?' ‘Which one?" ‘It doesn't matter. Any one.’
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We can use anybody, anyone, anything and anywhere in the same way.

She goes out with anybody who asks her.
‘What would you like to eat?' It doesn’t matter. Anything will do.’
‘Where can we sit?” 'Anywhere you like.’

For the use of any and no as adverbs, see 35.
For other uses of any (and some) see 314,

any and no: adverbs

any/no + dbmparative
any/no different
any/no good/use

Any and no can modify ( = change the meaning of) comparatives (see
also 86.2).

You don’t look any older than your daughter.

(= You don'tlook at all older . . .)

I can't go any further.

I'm afraid the weather's no better than yesterday.

We also use any and no with different.

This school isn't any different from the last one.
‘Is John any better?' ‘No different. Still very ill.’

Note the expressions any good/use and no good/use.
Was the film any good?  This walch is no use. It keeps stopping.

appear
Appear can mean ‘seem’. In this case, it is a ‘copula verb’ (see 91), and

is followed by an adjective or a noun.
We often use the structure appear to be, especially before a noun.

[ subject + appear (to be)ir adjecﬁ%ﬂ
He appeared very angry. (NOT ... veryangriy.)
1 subject + appear to be + noun ]

She appears to be a very religious person.

Appear can also mean ‘come into sight’ or ‘arrive’. In this case, it is not
followed by an adjective or noun, but it can be used with adverbs.

| subject (+ adverb) + appear (+ adverb/adverb phraseﬂ

A face suddenly appeared at the window.
Mary appeared unexpectedly this morning and asked me for some
money.

For seem, see 291.
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(a)round and about

We usually use round for movement or position in a circle, orin a curve.

We all sat round the table. U

(o) /Vo
| walked round the car and looked at the wheels. (@ o‘xo
‘Where do you live?’ ‘Just round the corner.’ Io

We also use round when we talk about going
to all (or most) parts of a place, or giving things \ /

to everybody in a group. «—— ROUND .

We walked round the old part of the town.
Can | look round ? / l \

Could you pass the cups round, please?

We use around or aboutto express movements or positions that are not
very clear or definite: ‘here and there’, ‘in lots of places’, 'in different
parts of’,‘'somewhere near’ and similar ideas.

The children were running around/about everywhere.

Stop standing around/about and do some work.

‘Where's John?' ‘Somewhere around/about.’

We also use these words to talk about time-wasting or silly activity.
Stop fooling around/about. We're /ate.

And around/about can mean ‘approximately’, ‘not exactly’.

There were around/about fifty people there.
‘What time shall | come?' '‘Around/about eight.’

Note: In American English, aroundis generally used for all of these meanings.

articles: introduction

The correct use of the articles (a/an and the) is one of the most difficult
points in English grammar. Fortunately, most article mistakes do not
matter too much. Even if we leave all the articles out of a sentence, it is
usually possible to understand it.
FPlease-canyoutend-mepound-ofbuttertitend-of-week?
However, it is better to use the articles correctly if possible. Sections 39
to 45 give the most important rules and exceptions.
Most Western European languages have article systems very like
English. You do not need to study sections 39 to 41 in detail if your
language is one of these: French, German, Dutch, Danish, Swedish,
Norwegian, Icelandic, Spanish, Catalan, Galician, Italian, Portuguese,
Greek, Romanian. If your language is not one of these, you should study
all of the sections 39 to 45.

To understand the rules for the articles, you need to know about
countable and uncountable nouns. Read 92 if you are not sure of this.
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articles: a/an

A noun like house, engineer, girl, name refers to a whole class of people
or things.

We use a/an with a noun to tatk about just one member of that class.
(A/an means ‘one’.)

She lives in a nice big house.

My father is an engineer. (NOT My-fatheris-engineer)

A girl phoned this morning.  Tanaka is a Japanese name.

We use a/an when we define or describe people or things (when we say
what class or kind they belong to).

He's a doctor.  She's a beautiful woman.
‘What's that? 'It's a calculator.’

We do not use a/an with a plural or uncountable noun (see 92), because
a/an means ‘one’.

My parents are doctors. (NOT . . . adoctors:)
Would you like some salt?(NOT . . . asait)

We do not use a/an with an adjective alone (without a noun). Compare:
She's a very good engineer.

She's very good. (NOT -She's-averygood-)

We do not use a/an together with another determiner (for example my,
your).

He's a friend of mine. (NOT He's-a-my-tiend-)

Note that we write another in one word.
Would you like another drink? (NOT .. . an-otherdrnk?)

For the exact difference between a and an, see 44
For the difference between a/an and the, see 41.
For the use of some with plural and uncountable nouns, see 316.

articles: the
The means something like ‘you know which one | mean’. It is used with
uncountable (see 92), singular and plural nouns.

the water (uncountable)  the table (singular countable)
the stars (plural countable)

We use the:

a. totalk about people and things that we have already mentioned.
She's got two children: a girl and a boy. The boy's fourteen and the
girl’s eight.

b. when we are saying which people or things we mean.

Who's the girl in the car over there with John?
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c. when it is clear from the situation which people or things we mean.

Could you close the door? (Only one door is open.)
‘Where’s Ann?’ ‘In the kitchen.”  Could you pass the salt?

We do not use the with other determiners (for example my, this, some.)

This is my uncle. (NOT ... themyunefe)

I like this beer. (NOT ... thethisbeer)
We do not usually use the with proper names (there are some
exceptions — see 45.).

Mary lives in Switzerland. (NOT -Fhe-Maryfives-in-the-Switzertane:)

We do not usually use the to talk about things in general — the does not
mean ‘all’. (See 42.)

Books are expensive. (NOT -Fhe-books-are-expensive:)

For the pronunciation of the, see 44.

articles: the difference between a/an and the

Very simply:
a’an just means ‘one of a class’
the means ‘you know exactly which one’.

Compare:

A doctor must like people. ( = any doctor, any one of that profession)
My brother’s a doctor. ( = one of that profession)
I'm going to see the doctor. ( = you know which one: my doctor)

| live in a small flat at the top of an old house near the town hall.

{a small flat: there might be two or three at the top of the house — it
could be any one of these.

an old house: there are lots near the town hall — it could be any one.
the top: we know which top: it's the top of the house where the person
lives — a house only has one top.

the town hall: we know exactly which town hall is meant: there's only
one n the town.)

articles: talking in general

We do not use the with uncountable or plural nouns (see 92) to talk
about things in general — to talk about all books, alf people or all life, for
example. The never means ‘al’. Compare:

Did you remember to buy the books? (= particular books which |

asked you to buy)
Books are expensive. (NOT -The-books are-expensive- We are talking

about books in general — all books.)
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I'm studying the life of Beethoven.(= one particular life)
Life is hard (NOT -fhefife . . .. This means ‘alllife’.)

‘Where's the cheese? | ate it.’
Cheese is made from milk.

Could you put the light on?
Light travels at 300,000 km a second.

Sometimes we talk about things in general by using a singular noun as
an example. We use a/an with the noun {meaning ‘any’).

A baby deer can stand as soon as it is born.
A child needs plenty of love.

We can also use the with a singular countable noun in generalizations
(but not with plural or uncountable nouns — see 1 above). This is
common with the names of scientific instruments and inventions, and
musical instruments.

Life would be quieter without the telephone.
The violin is more difficult than the piano.

These common expressions have a general meaning: the town, the
country, the sea, the seaside, the mountains, the rain, the wind, the
sun(shine).

! prefer the mountains to the sea. | hate the rain.

Would you rather live in the town or the country?

We usually go to the seaside for our holidays.

! like lying in the sun(shine). | like the noise of the wind.

articles: countable and uncountable nouns

A singtilar countable noun (see 92) normally has an article or other
determiner with it. We can say a cat, the cat, my cat, this cat, any cat,
either cat or every cat, but not just cat. (There are one or two exceptions
— see 45.) Plural and uncountable nouns can be used without an article
or determiner, or with the. They cannot be used with a (because it
means ‘one’.)

a/an the no article

/ the cat 7///////

singular countable | a cat
cat

plural countable
cats
uncountable
water

[> See diagram overleaf
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Which article do you use with a noun ‘X'?

Are we talking about
all X or alt X’s?

Does the hearer know
YES exactly which X or X's
we are talking about?

| is X a countable noun? NO

{vES

YES

[Is X a plural noun? H YES l

XorX’s
[THE X or X's] [aaNx] [SOMEXorx's] |(noarticle)

For the difference between X and some X, see 316.
For.exceptions, see 45.

articles: a and an; pronunciation of the

We do not usually pronounce /a/ before a vowel (a, e, i, 0, u). So before
avowel, the article a (/a/) changes to an, and the changes its
pronunciation from /da/ to /di:/. Compare:

arabbit an elephant the sea /da 'si:/ the air /0i: ‘ea/

We use an and the /di:/ before a vowel sound — a pronounced vowel —
even if it is written as a consonant.

an hour /an'ava/  the hour !di: ‘ave/

(the hin houris not pronounced)

an MP /anem'pi:/  the MP /bi: em'pi/

(the name of the letter Mis pronounced /em/)
We use a and the /da/ before a consonant sound, even if it is written as
a vowel.

auniversity /ajuint'vaisaty  the university /da ju:ni'va:sati/
a one-pound note
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articles: special rules and exceptions

Common expressions without articles

Articles are not used in these expressions:

to school  atschool  fromschool  to/at/from university/college
to/at/in/into/from church  to/in/into/out of bed/prison/hospital
to/at/from work  to/atsea  to/in/fromtown  at/from home
for/at/to breakfast/lunch/dinner/supper  at night

by car/bus/bicycle/plane/train/tube/ boat

onfoot gotosleep  watch television(TV) onTV

Possessives
A noun that is used after a possessive (like John's, America’s), has no
article.

John's coat (NOT thedohrscoat)
America’s economic problems

(NOT the-America's-econemic-problems)

Musical instruments

We usually use the article the when we talk in general about a musical
instrument. (See 42.2))

I'd like to learn the piano.

But the is not used when we talk about jazz or pop music.
This recording was made with Miles Davis on trumpet.

alland both

We sometimes leave out the after both, and after a/f when there is a
number.

Both (the) children are good at maths.
All (the} eight students passed the exam.

We can say afl day, all night, all week, all summer/winter, all year, without
the.

I've been waiting for you all day.

Seasons

We can say in spring or in the spring, in summer or in the summer, etc.
There is little difference.

Jobs and positions

We use the article with the names of jobs.

My sister is a doctor. (NOT My sister+s-doetor:)

But the is not used in titles like Queen Elizabeth, President Lincoin.
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7 Exclamations

We use a/an in exclamations after what, with singular countable nouns.

What a lovely dress! (NOT -Whattovel-dresst)

8 Nature

We often use the with the words town, country, sea, seaside and
mountains, even when we are talking in general. The same happens
with wind, rain, snow and sun(shine). (See 42.3.)

Do you prefer the town or the country?
! love the mountains.

! like the noise of the wind.

She spends her time lying in the sun.

9 Place-names

We usually use the with these kinds of place-names:

seas (the Atlantic)

mountain groups (the Himalayas)

island groups (the West Indies)

rivers (the Rhine)

deserts (the Sahara)

hotels (the Grand Hotel)

cinemas and theatres (the Odeon, the Playhouse)
museums and art galleries (the British Museumn, the Tate)

We usually use no article with:

continents, countries, states, counties, departments etc
(Africa, Brazil, Texas, Berkshire, Westphalia)

towns (Oxforad)

streets (New Street)

lakes (Lake Michigan)

Exceptions: countries whose name contains a common noun like
republic, state(s), union (the People's Republic of China, the USA,
the USSR). Note also the Netherlands, and its seat of government the
Hague.

We do not usually use the with the names of the principal buildings of a
town.

Oxford University (NOT the-Oxford-Hniversity)
Oxford Station (NOT the-Oxford-Station)
Salisbury Cathedral

Birmingham Airport

Bristol Zoo

Names of single mountains vary — some have articles, some do not
(Everest, the Matterhorn).
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Newspapers >

The names of newspapers usually have the.
The Times  The Washington Post

Most names of magazines do not have the.
Punch  New Scientist

Special styles

We leave out articles in some special ways of writing.

newspaper headlines MAN KILLED ON MOUNTAIN
notices, posters etc  SUPER CINEMA, RITZ HOTEL

telegrams WIFE ILL MUST CANCEL HOLIDAY
instructions Open packet at other end
dictionary entries palm inner surface of hand between
wrist and fingers
lists take car to garage; buy buttons;
pay phone bill
notes J. thinks company needs new office

For the use of articles with abbreviations (NATO, the USA), see 1.

For the use of the in double comparatives (the more, the better), see 85.4.
For a with few and little, see 129.

For a with hundred, thousand etc, see 227.8.

as ... as ...

as + adjective + as

+ noun/pronoun/clause
as + adverb + as } P

Weuse as ... as ... tosay that two things are the same in some way.

She’s as tall as her brother.
Can a man run as fast as a horse?
It's not as good as | expected.

We can use object pronouns (me, him etc) after as, especially in an
informal style. (See 331.4.)

She doesn't sing as well as me.
in a formal style, we use subject + verb.
She doesn't sing as well as | do.

After not, wecanuseas ... as ... 0rso ... as ...
She's not as/so pretty as her sister.
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Note the structure halfas ... as ... twiceas ... as ... threetimes

as ... as ...;etc.
The green one isn't half as good as the blue one.
A colour TV is twice as expensive as a black and white.

For as much/many as . . . , see 50.
For as soonas ..., see 343.1.
Foraswellas ..., K seeb5l.

as, because and since (reason)

as/because/since + clause + clause
clause + as/because/since + clause

Because is used when we give the reason for something.
Because I was ill for six months | lost my job.

If the reason is the most important idea, we put it at the end of the
sentence.

Why am I leaving? I'm leaving because I’'m fed up!

As and since are used when the reason is not the most important idea
in the sentence, or when it is already known. Since is more formal.
As- and since-clauses often come at the beginning of the sentence.

As it’s raining again, we shall have to stay at home.
Since he had not paid his bill, his electricity was cut off.

as and like

Similarity
We can use like or as to say that things are similar.

Likeis a preposition. We use like before a noun or pronoun.

like + noun/pronoun

You look like your sister. (NOT . . . as-yoursister)
He ran like the wind.  It's like a dream.

She'’s dressed just like me.
We use like to give examples.

He's good at some subjects, like mathematics.
(NOT ... as-mathematics-)
In mountainous countries, like Switzerland, . . .
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Asis a conjunction. We use as before a clause, and before an
expression beginning with a preposition.

as + clause
as + preposition phrase

Nobody knows her as I do.

We often drink tea with the meal, as they do in China.
In 1939, as in 1914, everybody wanted war.

On Friday, as on Tuesday, the meeting will be at 8.30.

In informal English like is often used instead of as.
This is very common in American English.

Nobody loves you like I do.
For like = as if, see 49.3.
For as ... as, see 46. For the same as, see 288.
Function

We use as, not like, to say what function a person or thing has — what
jobs people do, what things are used for, etc.

He worked as a waiter for two years. (NOT . . . #ke-a-waiter)
Please don't use your plate as an ashtray.

as if and as though

as ifthough + subject + present/past verb
as iffthough + subject + past verb with present meaning

As ifand as though mean the same.
We use them to say what a situation seems like.

It looks as if/though it's going to rain.
! felt as iffthough | was dying.

We can use a past tense with a present meaning after as if/though. This
means that the idea is 'unreal’.
Compare:

He looks as if he’s rich. (Perhaps he is rich.)

She talks as if she was rich. (But she isn't.)

We can use were instead of was when we express ‘unreal’ ideas after
as iffthough. This is common in a formal style.

She talks as if she were rich.

Likeis often used instead of as ifthough, especially in American English.
This is very informal.

It looks like it's going to rain.
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as much/many ... as ...

We use as much ... as ... with a singular (uncountable) noun, and
asmany ... as ... withaplural. Compare:

We need as much time as possible.
We need as many cars as possible.

As much/many can be used without a following noun.

| ate as much as | wanted.  Rest as much as possible.
‘Can | borrow some books? ‘Yes, as many as you like.'

as well as

noun/adjective/adverb + as well as + noun/adjective/adverb
clause + aswellas-ing . ..
Aswellas -ing . .. + clause

As well as has a similar meaning to ‘notonly . .. but also’.

He's got a car as well as a motorbike.
She's clever as well as beautiful.

When we put a verb after as well as, we use the -ing form.

Smoking is dangerous, as well as making you smell bad.
As well as breaking his leg, he hurt his arm.
(NOT As-weftashe-broke-histeg . . .)
Note the difference between:
She sings as well as playing the piano. ( = She not only plays, but
also sings.)
She sings as well as she plays the piano. ( = Her singing is as good
as her playing.)

as, when and while (things happening at the same
time)

1 ( As/When/While A was happening, B happened.J

B happened as/when/while A was happening.

As/When/While A was happening

RAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA e AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA;'

B happened.
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We can use as, when, or while to say that a longer action or event was
going on when something else happened.

We usually use the past progressive tense (was/were + . . . -ing) for the
fonger action or event (see 242).

- As I was walking down the street | saw Joe driving a Porsche.

The telephone rang when | was having a bath.

While they were playing cards, somebody broke into the house.
As, when and while can be used in the same way with present tenses.

Please don't interrupt me when I'm speaking.
[ often get good ideas while 'm shaving.

While A was happening, B was happening.
While A happened, B happened.

While A was happening/happened

[ AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA |
| BBBBBBBRBBBEBBEEBEEEBEEB85BE58888 |

l

B was happening/happened.

We usually use while to say that two long actions or events went on at
the same time.

- We can use the past progressive or the simple past.

While you were reading the paper, | was working.
John cooked supper while I watched TV.

Present tenses are also possible.
After supper, | wash up while Mary puts the children to bed.

As A happened, B happened.
B happened, as A happened.

As A happened

|
A
B

B happened.
We can use as to say that two short actions or events happened at the
same time.

As | opened my eyes | heard a strange voice.
The doorbell rang just as | picked up the phone.
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ask

| Ask for: ask somebody to give something
Ask without for: ask somebody to tell something

Don't ask me for money. (NOT Bontaskme-money-)
Don't ask me my name. (NOT Don'taskmeformyrame-)

Ask for the menu.
Ask the price.

When there are two objects, the indirect object (the person) comes first,
without a preposition.
1 2
I'lask 'thatman' the time!
(NOT +H-ask-the time-to-that man-)

We can use ask with just one object {direct or indirect).
Ask him.  Ask his name.

We can use infinitive structures after ask.

| asked to go home. { = | said | wanted to go home.)

’ ask + object + infinitivej
| asked John to go home ( = | said | wanted John to go home.)

[ ask + for + noun/pronoun + passive infinitivﬂ
| asked for the parcel to be sent to my home adaress.

at, in, and on (place)

Atis used to talk about position at a point.

It’s very hot at the centre of the earth.
Turn right at the next traffic-lights.

Sometimes we use at with a larger place, if we just think of it as a point:
a point on a journey, a meeting place, or the place where something
happens.

You have to change trains at Didcot.

The plane stops for an hour at Frankfurt.

Let's meet at the station.

There's a good film at the cinema in Market Street.
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Onis used to talk about position on a line. ON

His house is on the way from Aberdeen to Dundee.
Stratford is on the River Avon.

On s also used for position on a surface.

Come on — supper's on the table! m
I'd prefer that picture on the other wall. /
[ ]

There’s a big spider on the ceiling.

Inis used for position in a three-dimensional space (when something is
surrounded on all sides).
I don't think he's in his office.
Let's go for a walk in the woods.

I last saw her in the car park. Panbaabatts Y
7

| PR ()

We say on (and off ) for buses, planes and trains.

He's arriving on the 3.15 train.
There's no room on the bus; let's get off again.

In addresses, we use at if we give the house number.
She lives at 73 Albert Street.

We use inif we just give the name of the street.
She Jives in Albert Street.

We use on for the number of the floor.
She lives in a flat on the third floor.

Learn these expressions:
in apicture  inthesky onapage
in bed/hospital/prison/church
at home/school/work/university/college

Note that at is usually pronounced /at/, not /aev. (See 358.)

at, in and on (time)

at + exact time
in + part of day
on + particular day
at + weekend, public holiday
in + longer period

Exact times

lusually get up at six o’clock. 'l meet you at 4.15.
Phone me at lunch time.
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Ininformal English, we say What time . . . 7
(At what time . . . 7 is correct, but unusual.)

What time does your train leave?

2 Parts of the day

| work best in the morning.
three o'clock in the afternoon
We usually go out in the evening.

Exception: at night.
We use onif we say which morning/afternoon/etc we are talking about,
or if we describe the morning/afternoon/etc.

See you on Monday morning.
It was on a cold afternoon in early spring, . ..

3 Days

I'll phone you on Tuesday.
My birthday's on March 21st.
They re having a party on Christmas Day.

In informal speech we sometimes leave out on. (This is very common in
American English.)

I'm seeing her Sunday morning.
Note the use of plurals (Sundays, Mondays etc) when we talk about
repeated actions.

We usually go to see Granny on Sundays.

4 Weekends and public holidays
We use at to talk about the whole of the holidays at Christmas, New
Year, Easter and Thanksgiving (US).
Are you going away at Easter?
We use onto talk about one day of the holiday.
It happened on Easter Monday.
British people say at the weekend, Americans use on.

What did you do at the weekend?
§ Longer periods

It happened in the week after Christmas.
I was born in March.

Kent is beautiful in spring.

He died in 1616.

Our house was built in the 15th Century.
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Expressions without preposition
Prepositions are not used in expressions of time before next, /ast, this,
one, any, each, every, some, all.

See you nextweek.  Are you free this morning ?
Let's meetoneday. Come any time.
I'm at home every evening.  We stayed all day.

Prepositions are not used before yesterday, the day before yesterday,
tomorrow, the day after tomorrow.

What are you doing the day after tomorrow ?

Note that at is usually pronounced /at/, not /aet / (see 358).

at all

We often use at allto emphasize a negative.

I don’tlike her atall. ( = | don'tlike her even a little.)
This restaurant is not at all expensive.

We also use at all with hardly ; in questions; and after if.

She hardly eats anything at all.
Doyousing atall? (= .. evenalittle?)
I'lf come in the morning if | come at all. ( = Perhaps | won't come.)

We can say Not at all as a polite answer to Thank you. (See 249.4.)
be with auxiliary do

do + be + adjective/noun

don't + be + adjective/noun

Don'tbe . .. is used to give people advice or orders.
Don’tbe afraid.  Don’t be a fool!

In attirmative sentences, we usually just use Be . . .
Be careful!
But Do be . . . is used for emphasis.

Do be careful, please!!!
Do be quiet, for God's sake!

In other cases, we do not use do with be.

I 'arn not often lonely. (NOT +denotoften-betonely-)
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58 be + infinitive
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60

‘/amto... youareto... efc

We use this structure in a formal style to talk about pfans and
arrangements, especially when they are official.

The President is to visit Nigeria next month.
We are to get a 10 per cent wage rise in June.

We also use the structure to give orders. Parents often use it to children.

You are to eat all your supper before you watch TV.
She can go to the party, but she’s not to be back late.

You can often see be + passive infinitive in notices and instructions.

r(noun + is) + passive infinitive (= to be + past participle)j
(This form is) to be filled in in ink.

Sometimes be is omitted.
To be taken three times a day after meals. (on a medicine bottle)

For other ways of talking about the future, see 134-140

be: progressive tenses

F/ am being / you are being etc + adjective/noun 1

We can use this structure to talk about what people are/were doing, but
not usually to say how they are/were feeling. Compare:

You're being stupid. ( = You're doing stupid things.)

| was being very careful. (= | was doing something carefully.)

I'm happy just now. (NOT +m-being-happy-just-row:)

| was very depressed when you phoned.
(NOT +was-beingvery-depressed . . .)

For the use of am being etc in passive verb forms, see 238.

because and because of

clause + because + clause
because + clause, + clause

‘ because of + noun/pronoun

Because is a conjunction. It joins two clauses together.
| was worried because Mary was late.
Because | was tired, | went home.

Because of is a preposition (used before a noun or a pronoun).
| was Jate because of the rain.
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before (adverb)

We can use before to mean ‘at any time before now’. We use it with a
present perfect tense (have + past participle).

Have you seen this film before?

I've never been here before.
Before can also mean ‘before then’, ‘before the past time that we are
talking about’. We use a past perfect tense (had + past participle).

She realized that she had seen him before.

In expressions like three days before, a year before, a long time before,
the meaning is ‘before then'. We use a past perfect tense. (See 20.4 for
an explanation of the difference between before and agoin these
expressions.)
When | went back to the school that | had left eight years before,
everything was different.

before (conjunction)

clause + before + clause
before + clause, + clause

We can use before to join two clauses.
We can either say: A happened before B happened
OR Before B happened, A happened.

The meaning is the same: A happened first.
Note the comma (,) in the second structure.

! bought a lot of new clothes before | went to America.
Before ! went to America, | bought a lot of new clothes.
He did military service before he went to university.

( = He did military service first.)
Before he did military service, he went to university.

{ = He went to university first.)

In a clause with before, we use a present tense if the meaning is future.
(See 343.)

'l tefephone you before you feave.

(NOT ... beforeyouwilHeave-)

In a formal style, we often use the structure before + -ing.

Please put out all lights before leaving the office.
Before beginning the book, he spent five years on research.
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63 before (preposition) and in front of

64

before: time
in front of. place

Compare:

| must move my car before nine o’clock.
It's parked in front of the post office.
(NOT ... beforethepostofficer)
We do not use in front of for things
which are on opposite sides of a
road, river, room etc. Use
opposite or facing.

There’s a pub opposite my house
(NOT ... infrontefmy-house-
We stood facing each other

across the train.
(NOT . .. ‘nfrontofeachother)

in front of opposite

begin and start

There is not usually any difference between begin and start.

| started/began teaching when | was twenty-four.
If John doesn't come soon, let's start/begin without him.

We prefer start when we talk about an activity that happens regularly,
with ‘stops and starts’.’

It's starting to rain.
What time do you start teaching tomorrow morning?

We prefer begin when we talk about long, slow activities, and when we
are using a more formal style.

Very slowly, | began to realize that there was something wrong.
We will begin the meeting with a message from the President.
Start (but not begin) is used to mean:
‘start a journey’
I think we ought to start at six, while the roads are empty.
‘start working’ (for machines)
The car won't start.
‘make (machines) start’
How do you start the washing machine?

For the use of the infinitive and the -ing form after begin and start, see 182.11.
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big, large, great and tall

We use big mostly in an informal style.

We've got a big new house.
Get your big feet off my flowers.
That's a really big improvement.
You're making a big mistake.

In a more formal style, we prefer large or great.
Largeis used with concrete nouns (the names of things you can see,
touch, etc).
Greatis used with abstract nouns (the names of ideas etc).
It was a large house. situated near the river.
I'm afraid my daughter has rather large feet.
Her work showed a great improvement last year.

With uncountable nouns, only greatis possible.
There was great confusion about the dates.

(NOT ... bigeontusion. . .)

| felt great excitement as the meeting came nearer.

Tallis used to talk about vertical height (from top to bottom). It is mostly
used for people; sometimes for buildings and trees. (See also 339: tall
and high.)

‘How tall are you?’ ‘One metre ninety-one.’

ataitman abig man

3 Wealso use great to mean ‘famous’ or ‘important’.

Do you think Napoleon was really a great man?
Newton was probably the greatest scientist who ever lived.

4 We sometimes use great to mean ‘wonderful’ (very informal).

I've had a great idea!
‘How's the new job? ‘Great.’
It's a great car.

5 Note that largeis a ‘false friend’ for people who speak some European

languages. It does not mean the same as wide.
The river is a hundred metres wide. (NOT . . . metresiarge.)
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born

To be bornis passive.
Hundreds of children are born deaf every year.

To talk about somebody’s date or place of birth, use the simple past
tense was/were born.

| was born in 1936. (NOT +am-bernin+1936:)
My parents were both born in Scotland.

borrow and lend

borrow something from somebody

lend something to somebody
lend somebody something

Borrow s like take. You borrow something from somebody.
I borrowed a pound from my son.  Can | borrow your bicycle?

Lendis like give. You lend something to somebody, or lend somebody
something (the meaning is the same).
! lent my coat to a friend of my brother’s, and | never saw it again.
Lend me your comb for a minute, will you?

For lend in passive structures, see 356.4.

both (of) with nouns and pronouns

We can put both (of) before nouns and pronouns.
Before a noun with a determiner (for example: the, my, these), both and
both of are both possible.

Both (of) my parents like riding She's eaten both (of) the chops.
We can also use both without a determiner.

She's eaten both chops.(= .. . both of the chops.)
Only both of is possible before a personal pronoun (us, you, them).

Both of them can come tomorrow.
Mary sends her love to both of us.

We can put both after object pronouns.

I've invited them both.  Mary sends us both her love.
I've made you both something to eat.

Note: we do not put the before both.
both children(NOT -the-both-chifdrer)
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both with verbs

Both can go with a verb, in ‘mid-position’, like some adverbs (see 13.2).

auxiliary verb + both 2 both + other vem
am/are/is/was/were + both

My parents both like travelling.
We can both swim. You both look tired.

They have both finished.

We are both tired.

both ... and ...

both + adjective + and + adjective
both + noun + and + noun

both + clause + and + clause

We usually put the same kind of words after both and and.

She'’s both pretty and clever. (adjectives)
I spoke to both the Director and his secretary. (nouns)

(NOT +both-spoke-to-the Directorand-his-seeretary-)
She both plays the piano and sings. (verbs)

(NOT -She-both-plays-the piano-and-she-sings-) (verb, clause)

See also either ... or(107) and neither . .. nor{218).

bring and take

We use bring for movements to the place where the speaker or hearer is.
We use take for movements to other places.

BRING

o)
I %))

Compare:
This is a nice restaure: ks for bringing me here.
(NOT ... -
Let's have another drinik. and then I'll take you home.
(NOT . .. -)

(on the phone) Can we come and see you next weekend? We'll bring
a picnic. o
Let’s go and see the Robinsons next weekend. We can take a picnic.
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We can use bring for a movement to a place where the speaker or
listener was or will be. Compare:

‘Where are those papers | asked for?’ ‘| brought them to you when
you were in Mr Allen’s office. Don't you remember?”
| took the papers to John's office.

Can you bring the car to my house tomorrow?
Can you take the car to the garage tomorrow?

The difference between come and goiis similar. {See 83.)
For other uses of take. see 337, 338.

(Great) Britain, the United Kingdom, the British
Isles and England

Britain (or Great Britain) and the United Kingdom (or the UK) include
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. (Sometimes Britain or
Great Britain is used just for the island which includes England,
Scotland and Wales, without Northern Ireland.)

The Biritish Isles is the name for England, Scotland, Wales, the whole of
Ireland, and all the islands round about.

Note that £England is only one part of Britain. Scotland and Wales are not
in England, and Scottish and Welsh people do not like to be called
‘English’.

’;—IE BRITISH 1SLES
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73 British and American English

These two kinds of English are very similar. There are a few differences
of grammar and spelling, and rather more differences of vocabulary.
Pronunciation is sometimes very different, but most British and
American speakers can understand each other.

Grammar
us

He just went home.
Do you have a problem?
I've never really gotten

to know him.

It's important that he

be told.

(on the telephone) Hello,
is this Harold?

It looks like it's going

to rain.

He looked at me real
strange. (informal)

Vocabulary

GB

He’s just gone home. (See 243.)

Have you got a problem?(See 153.2.)
I've never really got to know him.

It's important that he should be told.
(See 332.1))

Hello, is that Harold?(See 341.4.)

It looks as if it's going to rain.
(See 49.3)

He looked at me really strangely.
(See 275.)

There are very many differences. Sometimes the same word has
different meanings (GB mad = ‘crazy’; US mad = ‘angry’). Often
different words are used for the same idea (GB /orry ; US truck). Here
are a few examples:

us
apartment
cab

can
candy
check

closet
or cabinet

cookie
corn
crazy
elevator
fall

first floor

GB
flat
taxi
tin

sweets

bill(in a restaurant)

cupboard

biscuit
maize

mad

lift

autumn
ground floor

us GB

second floor  first floor
french fries chips
garbage rubbish

or trash

gas(oline) petrol
highway main road
intersection  crossroads
mad angry

mail post

motor engine
movie fim
one-way single (ticket)
pants trousers
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us GB us GB
pavement road surface store shop
potato chips  crisps subway  underground
railroad railway truck lorry
round-trip return (ticket) vacation  holiday(s)
sidewalk pavement Zipper zip

Expressions with prepositions and particles:

us

check something out
do something over
fill infout a form

meet with somebody
visit with somebody

GB

check something
do something again
fillin a form

meet somebody
visit somebody

Monday through Friday Monday to Friday
home at home

Mondays on Mondays

Spelling

us GB us
aluminum  aluminium jewelry
analyze  analyse labor
catalog catalogue pajamas
center centre practice
check cheque (from a bank) program
color colour theater
defense defence tire
honor honour traveler

GB

jewellery
labour
pyjamas
practise (verb)
programme
theatre

tyre (on a car)
traveller

Many verbs end in -ize in American English, but in -ise or -ize in British
English. For example: US realize / GB realise or realize.

broad and wide

Wide is used for the physical distance from one side of something to the

other.

We ive .0 a very wide street.

The car’s too wide for the garage.

Broadis mostly used in abstract expressions. Some examples:

broad agreement ( = agreement on most points)
broad-minded ( = tolerant)

broad daylight ( =

full, bright daylight)
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Broad s also used in the expression broad shoulders ( = wide strong
shoulders), and in descriptions of landscape in a formal style.

Across the broad valley, the mountains rose blue and mysterious.
but = except

We use butto mean ‘except’ after all, none, every, any, no (and
everything, everybody, nothing, nobody, anywhere etc).

He eats nothing but hamburgers.
Everybody's here but George.
I've finished all the jobs but one.

We usually use object pronouns (me, him etc) after but.
Nobody but her would do a thing like that.

We use the infinitive without to after but.
That child does nothing but watch TV.
(NOT . . . nothmrg-butwateching /)

Note the expressions next but one, last but two efc.
My friend Jackie lives next door but one.( = two houses from me.)
Liverpool are last but one in the football league.

For except, see 118; 119.

by: time

By can mean ‘not later than'.

I'll be home by five o'clock. { = at or before five)
‘Can | borrow your car?' 'Yes, but | must have it back by tonight.”’
( = tonight or before)

'l send you the price list by Thursday.

For the difference between by and until, see 351.

can and could: forms

Canis a 'modal auxiliary verb’ (see 202).
There is no -sin the third person singular.

She can swim very well (NOT -Sheeans .. .)
Questions and negatives are made without do.

Can you swim?(NOT -Be-yot-can-swim?)
| can’t swim. (NOT +den’t-ean-swim-)

After can, we use the infinitive without to.
| can speak a little English. (NOT +-eanto-speak ... )
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Can has no infinitive or participles. When necessary, we use other
words.

I'd like to be able to stay here. (NOT ... to-canstay .. .)
You'll be able to walk soon. (NOT Y¥eu'Hecan .. .)

I've always been able to play games well. (NOT +ve-alwayscotld . . .)
I've always been allowed to do what | liked.

(NOT +ve-afwayseotuld . . .)

Could is the ‘past tense’ of can. But we use could to talk about the past,
present or future (see 78-80).

I could read when | was four.  You could be right.
Could | see you tomorrow evening?

Could also has a conditional use.
[ could marry him if | wanted to.
( = It would be possible for me to marry him . . .)

Contracted negative forms (see 90) are can't (/ka:nV/) and couldn't
(/'kudnt/).

Cannot is written as one word.

For ‘weak’ and 'strong’ pronunciations of can, see 358.

Can and could are used in several ways. The main uses are:

to talk about ability

to talk about possibility

to ask, give and talk about permission

to make offers and requests, and to tell people what to do.

For details, see the following sections.

can and could: ability

Present

We use canto talk about present or ‘general’ ability.
Lock!lcandoit! Icandoit! | can read italian, but | can’t speak it.

Future

We use will be able to to talk about future ability.

I’ll be able to speak good English in a few months.

One day people will be able to go to the moon on holiday.
We use canif we are deciding now about the future.

I haven't got time today, but | can see you tomorrow.
Can you come to a party on Saturday?
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Past
We use could for ‘general ability’ — to say that we could do something
at any time, whenever we wanted. (Was/were able tois also possible.)
She could read when she was four. (OR She was able to . .. )
My father could speak ten languages.
We do not use could to say that we did something on one occasion. We
use managed to, succeeded in ... -ing, or was able to.
How many eggs were you able to get?

(NOT ... eottdyorrget?

| managed to find a really nice dress in the sale yesterday.
(NOT +eotdfind .. .)
After six hours’ climbing we succeeded in getting to the top of the

mountain. (NOT . .. weeouldgetiothetop .. .)

But we can use couldn’tto say that we did not succeed in doing
something on one occasion.

I managed to find the street, but | couldn’t find her house.

Conditional

We can use couldto mean ‘would be able to'.
You could get a better job if you spoke a foreign language.

could have . ..

We use a special structure to say that we had the ability to do
something, but did not try to do it.

[gu/d have + past participlej

! could have married anybody | wanted to.

I was so angry | could have killed her!

You could have helped me — why didn't you?

can: possibility and probability

Possibility
We use canto say that situations and events are possible.
Scotland can be very warm in September.
‘Who ean join the club?’ ‘Anybody who wants to.’
There are three possibilities: we ean go to the police, we ean talk to
alawyer, or we can forget all about it.
‘There’s the doorbell.” ‘Who can it be?" 'Well, it can’t be your mother.
She’s in Edinburgh.’
We use could to talk about past possibility.
It could be quite frightening if you were alone in our big old house.
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Probability

We do not usually use can when we are talking about the chances that
something is true, or that something will happen. For this idea
(probability), we prefer could, may or might (see 199).

‘Where's Sarah?' ‘She may/could be at Joe’s place.’

(NOT *Shecanbe ... ")

We may go camping this summer. (NOT Weeango ... )

could have ...

We use a special structure to say that something was possible, but did
not happen.

could have + past participle?

That was a bad piace to go skiing — you could have broken your feg.
Why did you throw the bottle out of the window? It could have hit
somebody.

can: permission, offers, requests and orders

Permission

We use canto ask for and give permission.

‘Can | ask you something?’ 'Yes, of course you can.’
Can | have some more tea?  You can go now if you want to.

We also use couldto ask for permission. This is more polite or formal.
Could | ask you something, if you're not too busy?

May and might are also possible in formal and polite requests for
permission. (See 200.)

May | have some more tea?

Past permission
We use could to say that we had ‘general’ permission to do something
atany time.

When I was a child, | could watch TV whenever | wanted to.

But we don’'t use could to talk about permission for one particular past
action.

| was allowed to see her yesterday evening. (NOT +eotfdsee . . )
(This is like the difference between could and was able to. See 78.3.)

Offers

We use can when we offer to do things for people.

‘Can | carry your bag?' ' Oh, thanks very much.’
‘I can baby—sit for you this evening if you like." ‘No, it's all right, thanks.’
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Requests
We can ask people to do things by saying Canyou ... ?or Could you
. ?(more polite); or Do you think you could . .. ?

‘Can you put the children to bed?" *Yes, all right.”’

‘Could you lend me five pounds until tomorrow?" 'Yes, of course.’
‘Do you think you could help me for a few minutes?’ ‘Sorry, I'm
afraid I'm busy.’

Orders

We can use you can/couldto tell people to do things.

When you ve finished the washing up you can clean the kitchen. Then
you could iron the clothes, if you like.

can with remember, understand, speak, play, see,
hear, feel, taste and smell

remember, understand, speak, play

These verbs usually mean the same with or without can.

{ (can) remember London during the war.
She can speak Greek / She speaks Greek.
{ can’t/don’t understand.

Can/Do you play the piano?

see, hear, feel, smell, taste

We do not use these verbs in progressive tenses when they refer to
perception (receiving information through the eyes, ears etc). To talk
about seeing, hearing etc at a particular moment, we often use can see,
can hearetc.

/ can see Susan coming. (NOT +mseeing ... )
/ can hear somebody coming up the stairs.
What did you put in the stew? | can taste something funny.

close and shut

Close and shut can often be used with the same meaning.
Open your mouth and close/shut your eyes.
I can't close/shut the window. Can you help me?

The past participles closed and shut can be used as adjectives.
The post office is closed/shut on Saturday afternoon.

Shutis not usually used before a noun.

a closed door (NOT -a-shut-door)
closed eyes (NOT shuteyes)
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We prefer close for slow movements (like flowers closing at night), and
close is more common in a formal style. Compare:

As we walched, he closed his eyes for the last time.
Shut your mouth!

We close roads, railways etc (channels of communication).
We close ( = end ) letters, bank accounts, meetings etc.

come and go

We use come for movements to the place where the speaker or
hearer is.
We use go for movements 1o other places.

‘Maria, would you come here, please?’ ‘I'm coming.’
(NOT . . . “Fmrgoing-’)

When did you come to live here?

Can | come and sit on your lap?

[ want to go and five in Greece.
Let’s go and see Peter and Diane.
In 1577, he went to study in Home.

We can use come for a movement to a place where the speaker or
listener was or will be. Compare:

What time did | come to see you in the office yesterday? About ten,
was it?

| went to your office yesterday, but you weren'tin.

Will you come and visit me in hospital?

He's going into hospital next week.

The difterence between bring and takeis similar. (See 71.)
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comparison: comparative and superlative adjectives

Short adjectives
{adjectives with one syllable; adjectives with two syllables ending in -y)

ADJECTIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE

old older oldest Most adjectives:
tall taller tallest + -er, -est.

cheap cheaper cheapest

late later latest Adjectives ending
nice nicer nicest in-e + -r, -st.

fat fatter fattest One vowel +

big bigger biggest one consonant:
thin thinner thinnest double consonant.
happy happier happiest Change yto i
easy easier easiest

Note the pronunciation of:

younger fianga(ry/ fonger rlongs(r)/ stronger /'stronga(r)/
youngest [jangist/ fongest 'ongist/ strongest /'strongist/

Irregular comparatives and superlatives

ADJECTIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE

good better best

bad worse worst

far farther/further farthest/furthest (see 126)
old older/elder oidest/eidest (see 299.5)

The determiners little and much/many have
irregular comparatives and superlatives:

little less least
much/many  more most
Longer adjectives

(adjectives with two syliables not ending in -y; adjectives with three or
more syllables)

ADJECTIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE

tiring more tiring most tiring
cheerful more cheerful most cheerful
handsome more handsome: most handsome
intelligent more intelligent  most intelligent

practical more practical most practical
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Some two-syllable adjectives have two comparatives and superlatives:
for example commoner/more common; politest/most polite. We usually
prefer the forms with more and most.

For information about how to use comparatives and superlatives, see 85.

How to make Comparative Adjectives

START

HERE

Has the adjective
got one syllable?

Yes

Y

g‘g

Has the adjective

got two syllables?

e

\

Does the adjective
endin-e?

Does the adjective
endin-y?

o]

\

Has the adjective
got two vowels?

Does the adjective
end in two
consonants?

{
[ne]

Y

Double the last
letter

ADD -R
TO THE

ADJECTIVE

Yes

!

Change yto i

Yes

o)

—{No]

| ¥

ADD -ERTO THE ADJECTIVE =

‘} PUT MORE
BEFORE THE
ADJECTIVE

70
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comparison: using comparatives and superlatives

The difference between comparatives and superiatives

We use the comparative to compare one person or thing with (an)other
person(s) or thing(s).

We use the superlative to compare one person or thing with his/her/its
whole group.

Compare:

Mary's taller than her three sisters.
Mary's the tallest of the four girls.

Your accent is worse than mine.
Your accent is the worst in the class.

Paul is older than Charles. Sally is younger than Paul. Albert is older
than Sally. Charles is younger than Sally. Paul is younger than Eric.
Eric is older than Albert. Who is the oldest? Who is the youngest?

Mary's taller than her three sisters. Mary's the tallest of the four girls.
(ﬁ Ca !." 5 )

X older than @ olderthan 4 Ay

> 5 & B

e
the the
oldest youngest

We use than after comparatives.

The weather's better than yesterday.
(NOT ... betterasyesterday OR betterthatyesterday)
You sing better than me. (OR _ than | do.)

(For Iand me etc after than, see 331.4.)
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We can use double comparatives to say that something is changing.

adjective + -er and adjective + -er
more and more + adjective/adverb
I'm getting fatter and fatter.
We're going more and more slowly.

(NOT . . . moresltowly-and-more-sfowy)

We can use comparatives with the ... the ... to say that two things
change or vary together.

the + comparative + subject + verb,
the + comparative + subject + verb
The older | get, the happier | am. (NOT -Oidertget .. )
The more dangerous it is, the more | like it.

(NOT %efn@fe-rf—rsﬁaﬁgefw& )

The more | study, the less | learn.

After superlatives, we do not usually use ofto refer to a place.
I'm the happiest man in the world. (NOT . . . efthewerld-)

Don't leave out the with superlatives.
It's the best book I've ever read. (NOT #s-bestbook . . .)

We can use superlatives without nouns (see 11.2).

You're the nicest of all.
Which one do you think is the best?

comparison: much, far etc with comparatives

We cannot use very with comparatives. Instead, we use much or far.

My boyfriend is much/far older than me.

(NOT .
Ffuss:an is much/far more dlfflcult than Spanish.

We can also modify comparatives with very much, a lot, lots, any, no,
rather, a little, a bit.

very much nicer

a lot happier

rather more quickly

a little less expensive

a bit easier

Is your mother any better?

She looks no older than her daughter.

72
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comparison: comparative and superiative adverbs

Most comparative and superfative adverbs are made with more and
most.

Could you talk more quietly? (NOT . . . qtrether?)

A few adverbs have comparatives and superlatives with -erand -est.
The most common are: fast, soon, early, late, hard, long, well (better,
best), far (farther/further, farthest/furthest, see 126), near ; and in
informal English slow, foud and quick.

Can't you drive any faster?
Can you come earlier?

She sings better than you do.
Talk louder.

conditional

| would/should
you would
he/she/it would
we would/should
you would

they would

+ infinitive without to

Contractions: I'd, you'd, he'd etc; wouldn't/shouldn't

Structures

| would/should + infinitive without o |
! would like a drink.

[wou/d/shou/d + be + -ing |(progressive conditional)
If | was at home now | would be watching TV.

Lwou/d/shou/d + have + past participle] (perfect conditional)
If it hadn't been so expensive | would have bought it.

[wou/d/shou/d + be + past participle ](passive conditional)
| knew that the letter would be opened by his secretary.

We can use would or should after | and we. They mean the same in
conditional structures. After you, he, she, itand they, and nouns, we only
use would. Compare:

| would/should buy it if | had enough money.
John would buy it if he had enough money.
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Use

In sentences with if, and similar words (see 165).
| wouldn’t go there if | didn't have to.
Suppose there was a war, what would you do?
In reported speech (see 283.3), to show that somebody said shall or will.
! said that | should need help. (‘| shall need help.’)
He told me everything would be all right.
For ‘future in the past’.
!l was late. | would have to run to catch the train.

With like, prefer etc, in polite requests and offers.

| would like some tea.  Would you prefer meat or fish?

After some conjunctions we use a past tense instead of a conditional.
(See 343).

IfI was rich | would do what I liked. (NOT . . . -whatiwouldike-)

Note that the word conditional can have another meaning. It is used not
only for the structure would/should + infinitive (as here), but also for a
kind of clause or sentence with jf(see 164—165).

For other uses of should, see 294. For other uses of would, see 369.

conjunctions

clause + conjunction + clause
conjunction + clause, + clause

A conjunction joins two clauses.

I'm tired and | want to go to bed.

I tried hard but | couldn’t understand.

His father died, 80 he had to stop his studies.

I know that you don't like her.

V'l sell it to you cheap because you're a friend of mine.
She married him although she didn't love him.

We'll start at eight o'clock so that we can finish early.
'd tell you if | knew.

And, but, so and that go between two clauses.

Most other conjunctions can also go at the beginning of a sentence.
Because you're a friend of mine, I'll sell it to you cheap.
Although she didn't love him, she married him.

So that we can finish early, we'll start at eight o'clock.
If | knew, I'd tell you.

When a conjunction begins a sentence, there is usually a comma {(,)
between the two clauses.
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We do not usually write the two clauses separately, with a full stop (.)
between them.

It was late when | got home. (NOT #twasate—Whentgothomey
But we can sometimes separate the two clauses in order to emphasize
the second, especially with and, but, so, because and although.

James hated Mondays. And this Monday was worse than usual.
And we separate clauses in conversation (when two different people
say them).

‘John's late.” 'Because he was doing your shopping.

One conjunction is enough to join two clauses. Don't use two.

Although she was tired, she went to work.

She was tired, but she went to work.

(NOT Afthough she-was-tiredbut-she-wentiowork:)
Because | liked him, | tried to help him.

I liked him, so | tried to help him.

(NOT -Beeause +ixed-him,-8o-Hredto-help-him:)

As you know, | work very hard.

You know that | work very hard.

(NOT -As-youknow-that-+work-very-hard:)

Relative pronouns (who, which and that— see 277) join clauses like
conjunctions.

There’s the girl who works with my sister.
A relative pronoun is the subject or object of the verb that comes after
it. So we do not need another subject or object.

I've got a friend who works in a pub. (NOT . . . who-heworks . . )
The man (that) she married was an old fr/end of mine.

(NOT -Fhe-marn-(that)-she-marrfec-him . . )

She always says thank-you for the money (that) ! give her.

(NOT . . . forthe-rnoney-(thatHgiveither)

contractions
Sometimes we make two words into one: for example

I've /av/ ( = [ have); don't /dsunt/ ( = do not).
These forms are called ‘contractions’. There are two kinds:

] pronoun + auxiliary verb | [ auxiliary verb + not |

've vyoull hed arent isn't hadn't

we're they've it's don’t won't ( = will not)
The forms ‘ve, I, 'd, and 're are only written after pronouns, but we write
's ( = is/has) after nouns and question-words as well.

My father’'s a gardener.  Where’s the toilet?
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The apostrophe () goes in the same place as the letters that we leave
out: has not = hasn't (NOT h&'srt).

Contractions are common in informal speech and writing; they are not
used in a formal style.

Sometimes an expression can have two possible contractions. For she
had not, we can say she'd notor she hadn't; for he will not, we can say
he’ll notand he won't.

In Southern British £nglish, the forms with n't are more common in most
cases (for example she hadn’t, he won't).

We do not use double contractions: she‘sat is impossible.

Contractions are unstressed. When an auxiliary verb is stressed (for
example, at the end of a clause), a contraction is not possible. Compare:

You're late. Yes, you are.(NOT Yesyot're-)
I've forgotten. Yes, I have.(NOT YesFve-)

However, negative contractions are stressed, and we can use them at
the ends of clauses.

No, you aren’t. No, you haven'’t.

Contractions: pronunciation and meaning

I'm Jaim/ Iam

I've /av/ | have

i /anl/ | will/shall

I'd /aid/ | had/would/should
you're  fjo:(r)/ you are

you've  fjuwv/ you have

you'll fju:y you will

you'd  fju:d/ you had/would
he’s /hi:z/ he is/has

he’'ll /hi:l/ he will

he'd /hi:d/ he had/would
she's Hi:z/ she is’/has
she’ll Mizl/ she will

she'd  /fiid/ she had/would
it's fits/ itis/has

it it/ it will

it'd /itad/ it had/would (not often written)
we're /wia(r)/  we are

we've  Iwiv/ we have

we'll /wizl/ we will/shall
we'd Iwi:d/ we had/would

they're /0ea(r)/ they are
they've [0e1v/ they have
they'll  /oeil/ they will

they'd  /0eid/ they had/would
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aren't /a:nt/ are not
can't /ka:nt/ cannot
couldn't  [kudnt/ could not
daren't /deant/ dare not
didn't /'didnt/ did not
doesn't /'daznt/ does not
don't /daunt/ do not
hasn't /'"heeznt/ has not
haven't /'haevnt/ have not
hadn't /‘haednt/ had not
isn't /1znt/ is not
mightn't  /'maitnt/ might not
musin't /'masnt/ must not
needn't /'ni:dnt/ need not
oughtn't  ['o:tnt/ ought not
shan't /fa:nt shall not
shouldn't  /'fudnt/ should not
wasn't /'woznt/ was not
weren't /wa:nt/ were not
won't /waunt/ will not
wouldn't  /'wudnt/ would not
Notes

Am notis contracted to aren't (/a:nt/) in questions.
I'm late, aren’t |?

In non-standard English, ain'tis used as a contraction of am not, are not,
is not, have not and has not.

Do not confuse it'sand its. (See 299.8.)

For the contraction /et’s, see 191.

‘copula’ verbs

We use some verbs to join an adjective to the subject. These can be
called ‘copulas’ or ‘copula verbs'.
Compare:

The car went fast. (Fastis an adverb. It telis you about the movement.)

The calr looks fast. (Fastis an adjective. It tells you about the car

itself — rather like saying The car is fast. Look is a copula verb.)
Common copula verbs are:

be Jook seem appear sound smell taste feel

Sheis nice.  She looks nice.  She seems nice.  Her perfume
smells nice. Her voice sounds nice. Her skin feels nice.
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Some copula verbs are used to talk about change. The most common
are become, get, grow, go and turn.

It's becoming colder.  It's getting colder. (informal)
It's growing colder. (literary)

The leaves are turning brown. (formal)

The leaves are going brown. (informal — see 146)

Other copula verbs are used to say that things do not change. The most
common are stay, remain and keep.

How does she stay so young?
| hope you will always remain so charming.
Keep calm.

countable and uncountable nouns

Countable nouns are the names of separate objects, people, ideas etc
which we can count.
We can use numbers and a/an with countable nouns; they have plurals.

acat three cats anewspaper  two newspapers

Uncountable nouns are the names of materials, liquids, and other things
which we do not see as separate objects. We cannot use a/an or

numbers with uncountable nouns; they have no plurals.

water(NOT a-water ~two-waters)
wool(NOT aweot-two-wools)
weather(NOT a-weather—two-weathers)
countable  uncountable

We cannot usually put a/an with an uncountable noun even when there
is an adjective.

My father enjoys very good health.(NOT . . . averrgood-health-)
We're having terrible weather.(NOT . . . aterrible-weather-)

He speaks good English (NOT . . . agood-English-)

Usually it is easy to see if a noun is countable or uncountable. Obviously
house is a countable noun, and airis not. But sometimes things are not
so clear. For instance, travel and journey have very similar meanings,
but travelis uncountable (it means ‘travelling in general’) and journey is
countable (it means ‘'one movement from one place to another').

Also, different languages see the world in different ways. For example
hairis uncountable in English, but plura! countable in many languages;
grapes are plural countable in English, but uncountable in some
languages.

Here are some more nouns which are uncountabie in English, but
countable in some other languages, together with related singuiar
countable expressions.
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Uncountable
accommodation
advice

bread
furniture
grass
information
knowledge
lightning
luggage
money

news
progress
research
rubbish
spaghetti
thunder
toothache
travel

work

92

Countable

aplace to live or stay (NOT an-acecommodation)
a piece of advice (NOT -ar-agviee)
a loaf; a roll

a piece of furniture

a blade of grass; a lawn

a piece of information

a fact

a flash of lightning

a piece of luggage; a case; a trunk
anote; a coin; a sum

a piece of news

a step forward

a piece of research; an experiment
a piece of rubbish

a piece of spaghetti

a clap of thunder

an aching tooth

ajourney; a trip

a job; a piece of work

Note: A headache is countable.

Many nouns have both countable and uncountable uses.

Compare:

I'd like some white paper. (uncountable)

I'm going out to buy a paper. (= a newspaper — countable)
The window's made of unbreakable glass. (uncountable)
Would you like a glass of water? (countable)

Could | have some coffee? (uncountable)
Could we have two coffees, please? (= cups of coffee — countable)

She’s got red hair.
(uncountable)

I've got two white hairs.
(countable)

For more information about particular nouns, look in a good dictionary.
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country

Country (countable) = ‘nation’, ‘land’.

Scotland is a cold country.
France is the country | know best.
How many countries are there in Europe?

The country (uncountable) = 'open land without many buildings’ (the
opposite of the town).

With this meaning, we cannot say a country or countries (see 92 for the
use of uncountable nouns).

My parents live in the country near Edinburgh.
Would you rather live in the town or the country?

dare

Dareis used in two ways:

as an ordinary verb, followed by the infinitive with to.
He dares to say what he thinks.
She didn’t dare to tell him.

as a modal auxiliary verb (see 202)
Dare she tell him? } (question and negative without do;

| daren’t say what | think. third person without -s;

following infinitive without f0.)

In modern English, we usually use dare as an ordinary verb. It is most
common in negative sentences.

She doesn’t dare to go out at night.
They didn’t dare to open the door.

We can use the modal auxiliary form daren’tio say that somebody is
afraid to do something at the moment of speaking.

| daren’t look.

| dare say = 'l think probably’, ‘| suppose’.

I dare say it'li rain tomorrow.
I dare say you're ready for a drink.

dates
Writing

A common way to write the day’s date is like this:
30 March 1983 27 July 1984
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There are other possibilities:

30th March, 1983 March 30(th) 1983 March 30(th), 1983 30.3.83
British and American people write ‘all-figure’ dates differently: British
people put the day first, Americans put the month first.

6.4.77 = 6 April in Britain, June 4 in the USA.

For the position of dates in letters, see 192.

Speaking
30 March 1983 = (British} ‘March the thirtieth, nineteen eighty-three’ OR
‘The thirtieth of March, nineteen eighty-three’
(American) ‘March thirtieth, nineteen eighty-three’

For the use of prepcsitions in dates, see 55; 256.2, 3.

determiners

Determiners are words like the, my, this, some, either, every, enough,
several.
Determiners come at the beginning of noun phrases, but they are not
adjectives.

the moon aniceday myfatoldcat this house

every weck  several young students
We cannot usually put two determiners together. We can say the house,
my house or this house, but not the-my-house or the this-houseor this
-my-fouse.

There are two groups of determiners:

Group A

a/an the
my vyour his her its our your their one's whose

this these that those

Group B

some any no
each every either neither

much many more most little less least
few fewer fewest enough several

all both half

what whatever which whichever
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If we want to put a group B determiner before a group A determiner, we
have to use of.

group B determiner + of + group A determiner 1

some of the people
each of my children
neither of these doors
most of the time
which of your records
enough of those remarks
Before of we use none, not no, and every one, not every.
none of my friends  every one of these books
We can leave out of after all, both and half.

all (of) his ideas  both (of) my parents

We can use group B determiners alone (without nouns). We can aiso
use them with of before pronouns.

‘Do you know Orwell's books?' 'Yes, I've read several.’
‘Would you like some water?’ ‘|'ve got some, thanks.’

neither of them  mostofus  which of you

The index will tell you where to find more information about particular determiners.

discourse markers

Discourse means ‘pieces of language longer than a sentence’. Some
words and expressions are used to show how discourse is constructed.
They can show the connection between something we have said and
something we are going to say; or they can show the connection
between what somebody else has said and what we are saying; or they
can show what we think about what we are saying; or why we are
talking. Here are some common examples of these ‘discourse markers’.

by the way

We use by the way to introduce a new subject of conversation.
‘Nice day.' 'Yes, isn't it? By the way, have you heard from Peter?'

talking about . ..

We use this to join one piece of conversation to another.

I played tennis with Mary yesterday.’ ‘Oh, yes. Talking about Mary,
do you know she’s going to get married?’

firstly, secondly, thirdly; first of all; to start with

We use these to show the structure of what we are saying.
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Firstly, we need somewhere to live. Secondly, we need to find work.

And thirdly, . ..
‘What are you going to do?’ ‘Well, to start with I'm going to buy a
newspaper.’

4 all the same, yet, still, on the other hand, however

These show a contrast with something that was said before.

‘She’s not working very well.’ ‘All the same, she's trying hard.’

He says he's a socialist, and yet he’s got two houses and a Rolls
Royce.

It's not much of a flat. Still, it's home.

‘Shall we go by car or train? ‘Well, it's quicker by train. On the other
hand, it's cheaper by car.’

Jane fell down the stairs yesterday. However, she didn't really hurt
herself.

anyway, anyhow, at any rate
These can mean ‘what was said before is not important — the main
pointis: ...’
I'm not sure what time I'll arrive: maybe half past seven or a quarter to
eight. Anyway, I'll be there before eight.

What a terrible experience! Anyhow, you're all right — that's the main
thing.

mind you

To introduce an exception to what was said before.
I don't like the job at all, really, Mind you, the money'’s good.

I mean

We say this when we are going to make things clearer, or give more
details.

It was a terrible evening. 1 mean, they all sat round and talked politics
for hours.
kind of, sort of

To show that we are not speaking very exactly.
I sort of think we ought to start going home, perhaps, really.

let me see, well

To give the speaker time to think.
‘How much are you selling it for?” ‘Well, let me see, . ..’
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well

To make agreement or disagreement ‘softer’, less strong.
‘Do you like it? 'Well, yes, it's all right.”
‘Can | borrow your car?' ‘Well, no, I'm afraid you can't’

| suppose

To make a polite enquiry.

1 suppose you're not free this evening?
To show unwilling agreement.

‘Can you help me?" I suppose so.’

I'm afraid

To say that one is sorry to give bad news.
‘Do you speak German?' 'I'm afraid | don't.’

Most of these expressions have more than one meaning.
For full details, see a good dictionary. For after all, see 17. For actually, see 7.

do: auxiliary verb
The auxiliary verb dois used in a ot of ways.

We use do to make questions with ordinary verbs, but not with auxiliary
verbs. (See 270.) Compare:

Do you like football?(NOT Like-yot-footbal?)
Can you play football? (NOT -Be-yeu-eanpiayfootbaih?)

We use do to make negative sentences with ordinary verbs, but not with
auxiliary verbs. (See 214.) Compare:

1 don’t like football. (NOT Hike-pot-footbalt-)

| can’t play football. (NOT +-den’t-eanplay-footbal-)

We use doinstead of repeating a complete verb or clause. (See 108.3.)

She doesn't like dancing, but ! do. (= ... butllike dancing.)
Ann thinks there's something wrong with Bill, and so do /.
You play bridge, don’t you?

We use doin an affirmative clause for emphasis. (See 110.1.)
Do sit down.  She thinks | don't iove her, but | do love her.

We can use the auxiliary verb do together with the ordinary verb do—
so that we have dotwice in the same verb phrase.

What do you do in the evenings?

‘My name is Robinson.’ ‘How do you do?'
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do + -ing

We often use do with -ing to talk about activities that take some time, or
that are repeated.

There is usually a ‘determiner’ (see 96) before the ing form — for
example the, my, some, much.

I do my shopping at weekends.  Have you done the washing up?
/ did a lot of running when | was younger.
I think I'll stay at home and do some reading tonight.

For go -ing, see 147.

do and make
These words are very similar, but there are some differences.

We use do when we do not say exactly what activity we are talking about
— for example with something, nothing, anything, everything, what.

Do something! | like doing nothing.
What shall we do?  Then he did a very strange thing.

We use do when we talk about work, and in the structure do -ing (see 99).

I'm not going to do any work today. I'm going to do some reading.
| dislike doing housework. | hate doing the cooking and shopping.
Would you like to do my job?

We often use make to talk about constructing, building, creating, etc.

.I've just made a cake.  Let's make a plan.
My father and | once made a boat.

Learn these expressions:

do good/harm/business/one's best/a favour

make an offer/arrangements/a suggestion/a decision/

an attempt/an effort/an excuse/an exception/a mistake/a noise/
a journey/a phone call/money/a profit/love/peace/war/a bed

For other expressions, look in a dictionary to see if do or make is used.

during and for

During says when something happens; for says how long it lasts.
Compare:

My father was in hospital during the summer.

My father was in hospital for six weeks.(NOT . .. atringsix-weeks:)
It rained during the night for two or three hours. :
Il callin and see you for a few minutes during the afternoon.
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during and in

We use both during and in to say that something happens inside a
particular period of time.

We'll be on holiday during/in August.
| woke up during/in the night.

We prefer during when we stress that we are talking about the whole of
the period.

The shop's closed during the whole of August.

(NOT ... inthewhele-ofAugust)

We use during, not in, when we say that something happens between
the beginning and end of an activity (not a period of time).

He had some strange experiences during his military service.
(NOT . . . inhis-mifitary-service:).
I'lltry to phone you during the meeting. (NOT . . . imthe-meeting-)

each: grammar

We use each before a singular noun.

Ech + singular noun
Each new day s different.

We use each of before a pronoun or a determiner (for example the, my,
these). The pronoun or noun is plural.

['each of us/yousthem 1

each of + determiner + plurai noun

She bought a different present for each of us.
I write to each of my children once a week.

After each of ... averbis usually singular, but it can be plural in an
informal style.

Each of them has his own way of doing things.
(More informal: Each of them have their own way ... )

Each can come after an indirect object (but not usually a direct object).
] indfrerc_:t:éjbject; éé:c:;f{
I bought the girls each an ice-cream.

She sent them each a present.

We can use each without a noun, but each one is more common.
I've got five brothers, and each (one) is quite different from the others.
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5 Eachcan go with a verb, in ‘mid-position’, like some adverbs (see 13.2).

auxiliary verb + each
be + each

They have each got their own rooms.
We are each going on a separate holiday this year.
You are each right in a different way.

| each + other verb

We each think the same.
They each want (o talk all the time.

> For eachand every, see 104.

104 each and every

1 We use eachto talk about two or more people or things.
We use every to talk about three or more. (Instead of ‘every two’ we say
both).

2 We say each when we are thinking of people or things separately, one
at a time.
We say every when we are thinking of people or things together, in a
group. {Every s closer to all.)
Compare:

We want each child to develop in his or her own way.
We want every child to be happy.

Each person in turn went to see the doctor.
He gave every patient the same medicine.

AND

EACH EVERY
The difference is not always very great, and often both words are
possible.
You look more beautiful each/every time | see you.

>  Forthe difference between every and all, see 24.
For the grammar of each, see 103.
For the grammar of every, see 117.
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each other and one another

EFach other and one another mean the same.

Mary and | write to each other/one another every day.
They sat without looking at each other/one another.

There is a possessive each other’s/one another's.

We often borrow each other’s clothes.
They stood looking into one another’s eyes.

Each other/one another are not used as subjects.

We must each listen carefully to what the other says.
(NOT We-mustisten-carefuity- towhat-each-othersay-)

Note the difference between each other/one another and ourselves/
yourselves/themnselves. Compare:

They were looking at each other.

—
( = Each person was looking at the other.) A == B[ eachother
They were looking at themselves.

( = Each person was looking at him- A themselves
or herself) B

either: determiner

We use either before a singular noun to mean ‘one or the other'.

\ilther + singular nounw
Come on Tuesday or Thursday. Either day is OK.

Sometimes either can mean ‘both’ (especially before side and end). The
noun is singular.

There are roses on either side of the door.

We use either of betore a pronoun or a determiner (for example the, my,
these). The pronoun or noun is plural.

either of us/you/rherﬁ -
efther of + determiner + plural noun

I don't like either of them.

I don't like either of my maths teachers.

We can use either without a noun.
‘Would you like tea or coffee? ‘{ don't mind. Either.’

Either is pronounced /'aida(r)/ or /'i:da(r)/ (in American English usually
l'i:08r/).

For either ... or ... see 107. For not either, neither and nor, see 217.
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either ... or ...

We use either ... or ... totalk about a choice between two
possibilities (and sometimes more than two).

You can either have tea or coffee.

| don't speak either French or German.

You can either come with me now or walk home.

Either you leave this house or I'll call the police.

If you want ice-cream, you can have either lemon, coffee or vanilla.

For pronunciation see 106. For either as a determiner (with a noun) see 106.
For not either, neither or nor, see 217.

ellipsis (leaving words out)
We often leave words out when the meaning is clear without them.

At the beginning of a sentence

In an informal style, we often leave out articles (the, a‘an) possessives
(my, your etc), personal pronouns (/, you etc) and auxiliary verbs (am,
have etc) at the beginning of a sentence.

Car's running badly. ( = Thecar’s ... )

Wife's on holiday. ( = My wife's . . . )

Couldn't understand a word ( = I couldn’t understand . . . )
Seen Joe?(= Have you seen Joe?)

With and, but and or

If the same word comes in two expressions that are joined by and, but
or or, we can usually leave out the word once.

He sang and (he) played the guitar.

Would you like some tea or (some) coffee?

young boys and (young) girls

in France and (in) Germany

He opened his eyes once, but (he) didn't wake up.

We can leave out more than one word.

She washed (her jeans) and ironed her jeans.
You could have come and (you could have) told me.

After auxiliary verbs

We can use an auxiliary verb instead of a complete verb, or even
instead of a whole clause, if the meaning is clear. The auxiliary verb
usually has a ‘strong’ pronunciation (see 358).

‘Getup.”lam/aem/.’ (= ' am getting up.")

He said he'd write, but he hasm’t. ( = ... hasn't written)

I can't see you today, but | can tomorrow.
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‘You're getting better at tennis.’ 'Yes, | am.’
‘'ve forgotten the address.’ 'So have |’
‘You wouldn't have won if | hadn't helped you.’ ‘Yes | would.’

In clauses without an auxiliary verb, we can use do instead of repeating
averb or clause.

She likes walking in the mountains, and ! do too.

After as and than

We can leave out words after as and than, if the meaning is clear.

The weather isn't as good as lastyear. (= ... asgood asitwas. ..)
| found more blackberries than you. (= . .. than you found.)
Infinitives

We can use to instead of repeating a whole infinitive.

‘Are you and Gillian getting married?’ ‘We hope to.
I don’t dance much now, but | used to a lot.

Tois not necessary after Bonjunction + want/like J .

Come when you want. 'l do what I like.  Stay as long as you like.

else

Else means ‘other’.

Ifyou can't help me I'lf ask somebody else.( = ... some other person.)

We use else after:

somebody, someone, something, somewhere; anybody, anyone etc:
everybody, everyone etc; nobody, no-one etc;

who, what, where, how, why;,

fittle and (not) much.

Would you like anything else?

‘Harry gave me some perfume for Christmas.’ ‘Oh, lovely. What else
did you get?’

Where else did you go besides Madrid?

We know when Shakespeare was born, and when he died, but we
don't know much else about his life.

Else has a possessive else’s.

You're wearing somebody else’s coat.

There is no plural structure with else. The plural of somebody else is
(some) other people.

Or else means ‘otherwise', ‘if not’.
Let's go, or else we'll miss the train.
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emphasis

We can emphasize an idea (make it seem more important) in several
ways.

We can pronounce some words louder and with a higher intonation.
In writing, we can show this by using CAPITAL LETTERS or by
underlining. In printing, italics or bold type are used.

Mary, I'm IN LOVE! Pigass dont 7l awsgbrly

This is the /ast opportunity.
He lived in France, not Spain.

Changes in emphasis can change the meaning. Compare:

Jane phoned me yesterday.(Not somebody else.)

Jane phoned me yesterday.(She didn’t come to see me.)

Jane phoned me yesterday.(She didn’'t phone you.)

Jane phoned me yesterday. (Not today.)
We often emphasize auxiliary verbs. This makes the sentence ‘stronger’,
or it expresses a contrast. When we stress auxiliary verbs, they change
their pronunciation (see 358).

It was a nice party!

You have grown!

I am telling the truth — you must believe me!

In sentences without auxiliary verbs, we can add do for emphasis.
Do sit down.
You're wrong — she does like you.
When auxiliary verbs are stressed, the word order can change (see
14.10). Compare:

You have certainly grown.
You certainly have grown!(emphatic)

We can use special words to show emphasis; for example so, such,
really.

Thank you so much. It was such a lovely party. | really enjoyed
myself.

We can also use special structures, including repetition, to make some
parts of the sentence more important.

That film — what did you think of it?

Asleep, then, were you?

It was John who paid for the drinks.

What | need is a drink.

She looks much, much older.

For details of some of these structures, see 111.
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emphatic structures with it and what

We can use structures with it and what to ‘point out’ or emphasize
particular ideas.

1 Itis/was . .. that. ..

Compare:

My secretary sent the bill to Mr Harding yesterday.

It was my secretary that sent the bill to Mr Harding yesterday.
(not somebody efse}

It was the bill that my secretary sent to Mr Harding yesterday.
(not something else)

It was Mr Harding that my secretary sent the bill to yesterday.
(not to somebody else)

It was yesterday that my secretary sent the bill to Mr Harding.
(not another day)

2 What (+ subject) + verb + be . ..

112

Compare:

My left leg hurts.
What hurts is my left leg.

[ like her sense of humour.
What ! like is her sense of humour

We can emphasize a verb by using what with do and an infinitive.
Compare:

She screamed.

What she did was (to) scream.

enjoy
enjoy + noun
enjoy + pronoun
en/oy

Enjoy always has an object. When we talk about having a good time, we
can use enjoy myself/yourselfetc.
‘Did you enjoy the party? ' 'Yes. | enjoyed it very much.’
[ really enjoyed myself when | went to Fome.
(NOT +reatfyr-enfoyed-wherntwent .. )
Enjoy can be followed by . . . -ing.

I don't enjoy looking after children. (NOT . . . enjoy-tofoek . . .)
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enough

Enough comes after adjectives (without nouns) and adverbs.

| adjective/adverb + enough |

Is it warm enough for you? (NOT ... eneugh-warm . )
You're not driving fast enough.

Enough comes before nouns.

| enough (+ adjective) + noun |

Have you got enough milk? (NOT . . . enetdgh-ofmilk)
There isn't enough blue paint jeft.

We use enough ofbefore pronouns and determiners (for example the,
my, this).

| enough of + pronoun |

We didn’t buy enough of them.

] enough of + determiner (+ adjective) + noun |

The exam was bad. | couldn't answer enough of the questions.
Have we got enough of those new potatoes?

We can use an infinitive structure after enough.

[ ... enough. .. + infinitive

She's old enough to do what she wants.
 haven't got enough money to buy a car.

| ...enough... + for+ object + infinitivej
It's late enough for us to stop work.

even

We can use even to talk about surprising extremes — when people ‘go
too far’, or do more than we expect, for example. Even usually goes in
‘mid-position’ (see 13.2).

auxiliary verb + even
be + even

She has lost half her clothes. She has even lost two pairs of shoes.
(NOT ... Evenshehastost ...)

She is rude to everybody. She is even rude to the police.
(NOT Evensheisrude ... )

| even + other verb ]

They do everything together. They even brush their teeth together.
He speaks lots of languages. He even speaks Eskimo.
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Even can go in other positions when we want to emphasize a particular
expression.

Anybody can do this. Even a child can do it

He eats anything — even raw potatoes.

| work every day, even on Sundays.

We use not even to say that we are surprised because something has
not happened, is not there, etc.

He can’t even write his own name.
I haven't written to anybody for months — not even my parents.
She didn’t even offer me a cup of tea.

Alsois not used to talk about surprising extremes.
Everybody got up early. Even George. (NOT -Also-George:)

Evenis not used as a conjunction, but we can use even before ifand
though.

Even if | become a millionaire, | shall always be a socialist.

(NOT £ventbecome .. .)
Even though | didn't know anybody at the party, | had a good time.

Even so means ‘however'.
He seems nice. Even so, | don't really like him.

eventual(ly)

Eventual and eventually mean ‘final(ly)’, 'in the end’. We use them when
we say that something happened after a long time, or a lot of work.
The chess game lasted for three days. Androv was the eventual
winner.
The car didn't want to start, but eventually | got it going.

Eventual(ly)is a false friend’ for students who speak some European
languages. We do not use it to talk about possibilities — things that migh!
happen. For this meaning, use possible, perhaps, if, may, mightetc.

In our new house, I'd like to have a spare bedroom for possible

visitors. (NOT . . . eventual-visitors-)

I'm not sure what I'll do next year. | might go to America if | can find

ajob. (NOT ... Eventually-+igotoAmerica .. .)

ever

Ever means ‘at any time'. Compare:

Do you ever go to Ireland on holiday? ( = ‘at any time’)
We always go to Ireland on holiday. ( = ‘every time’)
We never have holidays in England. ( = ‘at no time’)
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2  FEveris used mostly in guestions. We also use ever in affirmative
sentences after if, and with words that express a negative idea (like
nobody, hardly or stop).

Do you ever go to pop concerts?

! hardly ever see my sister.

Come and see us if you are ever in Manchester.
Nobody ever visits them.

I'm going to stop her ever doing that again.

3 When everis used with the present perfect tense (see 243.4) it means
‘at any time up to now’. Compare:
Have you ever been to Greece?
Did you ever go to Naples when you were in Italy?
( = at a particular time in the past)

4 Note the structure fcomparative + than ever |.

You re looking lovelier than ever.

5 In forever (or for ever) and ever since, ever means ‘always’.
I shall love you forever.  ['ve loved you ever since | met you.

6 Don't confuse everwith yetand already.
Yet and already are used for things which happen around the present —
events which are expected.

Has Aunt Mary come yet?
Good heavens! Have you finished the washing up already?

Evermeans ‘at any time in the past’.
Have you ever been to Africa?

> For who ever, what ever etc, see 364. For whoever, whatever etc, see 365.

117 every and every one

1 We use every before a singular noun.

Levery + singular nouﬂ
| see her every day. (NOT . . . every-days-)

Every room is being used.

2 We use every one of before a pronoun or determiner (for example the,
my, these). The pronoun or noun is plural.

every one of us/you/them o
every one of + determiner + plural noun

His books are wonderful. I've read every one of them.
Every one of the plates is broken.
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We can use every one without a noun.

Every one is broken.
/'ve read every one.

Everyis used with a plural noun in expressions like every three days,
every six weeks.

I go to ltaly every six weeks.

Everybody, everyone and everything are used with singular verbs, like
every.

Everybody has gone home.

(NOT Everybody-have .. .)
Everything is ready.

For he or she etc or they etc after every, everybody, see 307.
For each and every (meaning), see 104.

except

except + infinitive without to
except + me/him etc

When we put a verb after except, we usually use the infinitive without to.

We can't do anything except wait.
He does nothing except eat all day.

After except, we put object pronouns (me, him etc), not subject
pronouns.

Everybody understands except me.
We're all ready except her.

But (meaning 'except’) is used in the same way. See 75
For the difference between except and except for, see 119.

except and except for

We can use except or except for after all, any, every, no, anything/body/
one/where, everything/body/one/where, nothing/body/one/where, and
whole — that is to say, words which suggest the idea of a total.
tn other cases we usually use except for, but not except.
Compare:

He ate everything on his plate except (for) the beans.

He ate the whole meal except (for) the beans.

He ate the meal except for the beans.

(NOT . .. exceptihe-beans-)
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I've cleaned all the rooms except (for) the bathroom.
I've cleaned the whole house except (for) the bathroom.
I've cleaned the house except for the bathroom.

(NOT ... exeeptthe-bathroom:-)

We're all here except (for) John and Mary.
Except for John and Mary, we're all here.

(NOT -Exeeptdohrn-and-Mary .. .)
2 We use except, not except for, before prepositions and conjunctions.

It's the same everywhere except in Scotland.
She's beautiful except when she smiles.

120 exclamations

1 With how (rather formal)

how + adjective

Strawberries! How nice!

|710w + adjective/adverb + subject + verb |

How cold it is!(NOT Hew-itis-cottt)

How beautifully you sing! (NOT -Hew-you-sing-beatitifutyt)
Eow + subject + verb ‘

How you've grown!

2 With what

‘ what a/an (+ adjective) + singular countable noun—|

What a rude man!(NOT -Whatrade-mant)

What a nice dress!(NOT What nice-dresst)
What a surprise!

Evhat (+ adjective) + uncountable/plural nouﬂ

What beautiful weather/(NOT Whata-beautifui-weathert)
What lovely flowers!

3 Negative questions

Isn’t the weather nice!
Hasn’t she grown!

In American English, ordinary (non-negative) question forms are often
used in exclamations.

Amlhungry!  Did she make a mistake!
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121 excuse me, pardon and sorry

1 We usually say excuse me before we interrupt or disturb somebody; we
say sorry after we disturb or trouble somebody. Compare:
Excuse me, could | get past? ... Oh, sorry, did | step on your foot?
Excuse me, could you tell me the way to the station?

I beg your pardon is a more formal way of saying sorry.
I beg your pardon. I'm afraid | didn't realize this was your seat.

2 f we do not hear or understand what people say, we usually say Sorry?
What? (informal) or (f beg your) pardon?
Americans also say Pardon me?
‘Mike's on the phone.’ ‘Sorry?' | said, “Mike's on the phone.”"’
‘See you tomorrow.” ‘What?' ‘| said, “See you tomorrow.”’
‘You're going deaf.” 'l beg your pardon?’

122 expect, hope, look forward, wait, want and wish

1 Meaning

expect
Expectingis a kind of thinking: it is not an emotion. If | expect
something, | have good reason to think that it will happen.

We expect to leave here in three years.
I'm expecting a phone call from John today .

hope
Hoping is more emotional. If | hope for something, | want it to happen,
but I'am not sure that it will happen, and | can do nothing about it.

! hope she writes to me soon.
| hope they find that poor worman'’s child.
[ hope we don't have a war.
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look forward
Looking forward is an emotion about something that is certain to happen.
If | look forward to something, | know it will happen, ! feel happy about it,
and | would like the time to pass quickly so that it will happen soon.
He's looking forward (o his birthday.
I'm really looking forward to going to Morocco in June.
I look forward to hearing from you.(common formula at the end of a
letter)

wait
Waiting happens when something is late, or when you are early for
something. | wait for something that will probably happen soon; | am
conscious of the time passing (perhaps not quickly enough); | may be
angry or impatient.

I hate waiting for buses.

It's difficult to wait for things when you're three years old.

‘What's for supper?’ 'Wait and see.’

want
Wanting is emotional, like hoping. But if | want something to happen, |
may be able to do something about it.

What do you want to do when you leave school?

I'm going to start saving money. | want a better car.

wish
Wishing is wanting something that is impossible, or that doesn't seem
probable — being sorry that things are not different.

I wish [ could fly.

| wish | had more money.

I wish she would stop singing.

Wish + infinitive can also be used like want (but wish is more formal).
! wish to see the manager.

Some comparisons

I'm expecting a phone call from Mary.

I've been waiting all day for Mary to phone — what does she think
she’s doing?

I expect it will stop raining soon.( = | think it will stop.)

! hope it stops raining soon.( = It may stop or it may not; | would like
it to stop.)

' wish it would stop raining.( = It doesn't look as if it's going to stop;
I feel sorry about that.)

I hope you have a good time in Ireland.{I can't do anything about it)
| want you to have a good time while you re staying with us.(I'll do
what | can to make things nice for you.)

| expected her at ten, but she was late.

I waited for her until eleven, and then | went home.
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3 Structures

' expect + object

expect (+ object) + infinitive
expect + that-clause
expect so

I'm expecting a phone call.

!l expect to see her on Sunday.

I'm expecting him to arrive soon.

I expect (that) he’'ll be here soon.

‘Is Lucy coming?' ‘| expect so.’ (See 311.1.)

hope for + object
hope + infinitive
hope + that-clause
hope so

I'm hoping for a letter from Eric.

! hope to go to America next month.

I hope that they get here soon. (See 162.)

‘Are the shops open tomorrow?’ ‘| hope so.’ (See 311.1.)

look forward to + object
look forward to . . . -ing

I'm looking forward to the holidays.
! look forward to hearing from you. (See 181.)

wait

waitand . ..

wait for + object

wait + infinitive

wait for + object + infinitive

‘Can | go now? 'Wait.'

‘What's for supper? 'Wait and see.’
I'm waiting for a phone call.

I'm waiting to hear from John.

I'm waiting for John to phone.

want + object

want (+ object) + infinitive
I want a new car.
I'want to go home.
I'want him to go home.

wish (+ object) + infinitive
wish + clause

I wish to see the manager. (formal)
I'wish him to look at this. (formal)
I wish | had more money. (See 367 )





